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History - Society - Geography

GS1

1 NOTES
Geography 1
GEOPHYSICAL PHENOMENA (EARTHQUAKES, CYCLONES, VOLCANOES) P 2 REPORTS MERGED 2 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/129334

2026 marks lowest monsoon in a decade as El Nino causes drought threshold deficit
wHY IN NEws The India Meteorological Department (IMD) reported that 2026 recorded the lowest monsoon rainfall in a decade
due to a strengthening El Nino causing a deficit that crossed the all-India drought threshold.
FACT India's 2026 monsoon rainfall was 759.4 mm, representing 87% of the 868.6 mm LPA.
FACT = 2026 was the fourth-lowest monsoon year since 2001 and the 13th lowest since 1901.
S&T = El Nino is a climate pattern associated with warming in the central and eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean.
FACT = East and northeast India recorded 1,016.3 mm, its lowest seasonal rainfall since 1901.

FACT | The Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) remained neutral during the 2026 monsoon season.

MAINS Q Analyze the impact of El Nino and the Indian Ocean Dipole on India's monsoon patterns and its implications for
national food security.

USE: ElNino Indian Ocean Dipole Monsoon variability Drought threshold LPA
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GS 2 Polity - Governance - Social Justice - IR

42 NOTES

Polity & Constitution 12

ELECTIONS, ECI & ELECTORAL REFORMS P 7 REPORTS MERGED 2 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/129344

EC directs officers to enroll eligible voters after 13.3 crore names deleted
wHY IN NEWS The Election Commission directed Chief Electoral Officers to conduct a special drive to enroll eligible voters
following the deletion of approximately 13.3 crore names from voter lists.

FACT = Approximately 13.3 crore names were deleted from voter lists

FACT = Form 6: The specific form used for enrolling eligible voters

MAINS o Discuss the importance of maintaining an accurate and inclusive electoral roll in ensuring the integrity of the democratic
process in India.

Use: | Universal Adult Franchise Electoral Integrity Constitutional Mandate Voter Awareness Administrative Efficiency

JUDICIARY & LANDMARK JUDGMENTS P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 2 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/129441

Supreme Court orders blocking services for motorists with ¥49,194.05 crore in unpaid fines
wHY IN NEwS The Supreme Court ordered states to block services and blacklist vehicles for motorists with 49,194.05 crore in
unpaid fines to ensure enforcement of traffic regulations.

BODY  Parivahan: The portal used for vehicle registration and service blocking.

FACT = ¥49,194.05 crore: Total amount of unpaid fines across states ordered for blocking.

FACT = 99.22 lakh: Number of unpaid challans reported in Hyderabad by late 2025.

FACT = %19,23,72,500: Amount owed in fines by government vehicles in Karnataka.

MAINS Q Discuss the challenges in enforcing traffic regulations and the role of judicial intervention in ensuring fiscal
accountability of state-owned vehicles.

Use: | Judicial oversight Fiscal accountability Regulatory enforcement Public administration Statutory compliance

CONSTITUTION, AMENDMENTS & BASIC STRUCTURE P M 2 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/129714

Gujarat receives presidential assent for Uniform Civil Code Bill 2026
wHY IN NEws Gujarat became the second state after Uttarakhand to receive presidential assent for its Uniform Civil Code (UCC)
Bill 2026, which unifies personal laws for marriage, divorce, and succession.
ACT ' Gujarat UCC Bill 2026 — Unifies rules for marriage, divorce, succession, and live-in relationships.
CONCEPT ' Scheduled Tribes exclusion — The bill explicitly excludes Scheduled Tribes to preserve their customary rights.
FIGURE = Marriageable age — Set at 21 years for men and 18 years for women under the new law.

BODY = Marriage registration — Mandates registration within 60 days and prohibits polygamy.

MAINS Q Discuss the constitutional challenges and social implications of implementing a Uniform Civil Code while preserving the
customary rights of Scheduled Tribes.

use: | Uniform CivilCode Personal Laws Scheduled Tribes Constitutionalism Legal Uniformity

SATYADHEESH - UPSC MONTHLY DETAILED NOTES - 2026-10 satyadheesh.in/upsc - t.melsatyadheesh - 3/42



CONSTITUTIONAL BODIES (CAG, UPSC, FC, NCSC...) P M 3 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/1298032

Union Law Ministry publishes rules for National Tribunals Commission
wHY IN NEwS The Union Law Ministry published rules for the National Tribunals Commission to oversee 16 tribunals following the
passage of the Tribunals Reforms Bill in August.
BODY  National Tribunals Commission (NTC) — Oversees 16 different tribunals in India
ACT | Tribunals Reforms Bill — Passed in August 2024 following Supreme Court directions
FIGURE = Remuneration — Chairperson receives ¥2.5 lakh monthly; members receive ¥2.25 lakh monthly

CONCEPT = Quasi-judicial independence — NTC established to ensure transparency and independence in tribunal operations

MAINS o Discuss the significance of the National Tribunals Commission in ensuring the independence of judicial bodies and
reducing the pendency of cases in Indian tribunals.

use: | Judicial Independence Tribunal Reforms Administrative Oversight Transparency Judicial Pendency

CONSTITUTION, AMENDMENTS & BASIC STRUCTURE M 2 REPORTS MERGED 3 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/13015€

AndhraPradesh challenges High Court order on 34% BC reservation in local bodies

wHY IN NEws The Andhra Pradesh government filed a Special Leave Petition in the Supreme Court challenging a High Court
order that upheld 34% reservation for Backward Classes (BCs) in local bodies.

ACT | AP Panchayat Raj Act of 1994 — State legislation governing local body administration in Andhra Pradesh
FIGURE = 34% reservation — The specific quota for Backward Classes (BCs) in local bodies being contested

PLACE ' Andhra Pradesh — State challenging the High Court order in the Supreme Court

MAINS Q Examine the constitutional validity of state-specific reservation policies in local bodies and the role of empirical data in
judicial review of such policies.

USE: | ReservationPolicy Judicial Review Panchayat Raj Backward Classes Special Leave Petition

PANCHAYATI RAJ & URBAN LOCAL BODIES P 2 REPORTS MERGED 4 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/13027¢

State Election Commission releases schedule for four-phase Panchayati Raj elections

wHY IN NEWS The State Election Commission released a schedule for four-phase elections to Panchayati Raj institutions to be
held from October 23 to November 17.

BODY  State Election Commission — Body responsible for releasing the Panchayati Raj election schedule.
CONCEPT = B50% reservation for women — Mandated for Panchayati Raj institutions.
FIGURE = 4.03 crore voters — Registered to elect members for 14,403 village panchayats.

DATE = November 20 — Date on which the results for the four-phase elections are due.
MAINS Q Discuss the significance of women's reservation in Panchayati Raj institutions in promoting grassroots democracy and

local governance in India.

USE: | PanchayatiRaj Grassroots Democracy Women's Reservation Local Governance State Election Commission

JUDICIARY & LANDMARK JUDGMENTS P 4 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/13038%

Supreme Court hears suo moto case on Central Secretariat Library relocation

WHY IN NEWS The Supreme Court is hearing a suo moto case regarding the relocation of the 135-year-old Central Secretariat
Library in Delhi amidst the Central Vista redevelopment.

FIGURE = 8.5 lakh books — total volume housed in the library
CONCEPT ' Central Vista Project — large-scale urban redevelopment project in Delhi
BODY | Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) — nodal ministry for the Central Vista project

MAINS Q Examine the judicial oversight and administrative challenges involved in preserving heritage institutions during large-
scale urban redevelopment projects like the Central Vista.

USE: | suomoto judicial review heritage preservation urban redevelopment administrative accountability

SATYADHEESH - UPSC MONTHLY DETAILED NOTES - 2026-10 satyadheesh.in/fupsc - t.melsatyadheesh - 4/ 42



ELECTIONS, ECI & ELECTORAL REFORMS P 4 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/130424

EC officials to visit Goa, Uttarakhand, Punjab and Manipur for election preparedness
wHY 1IN NEws The Election Commission of India (ECI) is deploying Deputy Election Commissioners and officials to Goa,
Uttarakhand, Punjab, and Manipur to oversee election preparedness for the upcoming assembly polls.

FACT = The Manipur Assembly consists of 60 members.

FACT = The Goa Assembly consists of 40 members.

FACT = The Punjab Assembly consists of 117 members.

FACT = The Uttarakhand Assembly consists of 70 members.

MAINS o Discuss the institutional mechanisms adopted by the Election Commission of India to ensure the integrity and logistical
readiness of large-scale assembly elections.

Usg: | Election Commission Logistical Preparedness EVM Verification Assembly Elections Democratic Integrity

CONSTITUTION, AMENDMENTS & BASIC STRUCTURE P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 4 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/130692

Supreme Court judge says disenfranchising millions violates Article 14 and Article 326
wHY IN NEws Justice Ujjal Bhuyan of the Supreme Court stated that disenfranchising millions of Indian citizens violates Article
14 and Article 326, arguing that voting is central to the Basic Structure doctrine.

FACTS = The Supreme Court observation follows a May ruling upholding the Election Commission of India’'s Special
Intensive Revision. Opposition parties have demanded the restoration of 13 crore names excluded from draft rolls
across three phases.

FACT = 13 crore names were reportedly excluded from draft rolls across three phases.

MAINS Q Examine the constitutional implications of voter disenfranchisement and discuss the significance of the right to vote as a
component of the Basic Structure of the Constitution.

USE: | Basic Structure Doctrine Right to Equality Universal Adult Franchise Electoral Roll Integrity Constitutionalism

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS, DPSP & DUTIES P M 5 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/13083S

Supreme Court to list petition alleging Delhi Police blocking protests at Jantar Mantar

wHY IN NEWS The Supreme Court indicated it will list a petition alleging that Delhi Police is blocking peaceful protests at Jantar
Mantar, which were organized to seek the removal of Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar.

CONSTITUTION Article 19: Guarantees fundamental rights including freedom of speech and peaceful assembly.
POST | Chief Justice of India: Surya Kant (as of October 2026).

MAINS @ To what extent does the right to peaceful protest at designated sites like Jantar Mantar balance the state's obligation to
maintain public order under Article 19?

Use: | Fundamental Rights Public Order Judicial Review Right to Protest Constitutionalism

CONSTITUTION, AMENDMENTS & BASIC STRUCTURE M 5 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/13088¢

Constitution Bench may not hear merits of 2003 resolution to arrest The Hindu editors
wHY IN NEWs A seven-judge Constitution Bench is considering whether to hear the merits of a 2003 Tamil Nadu Assembly
resolution to arrest The Hindu editors for criticizing Jayalalithaa, which was withdrawn in 2004.

CONSTITUTION Article 194: Relates to the privileges, immunities, and procedures of the State Legislature.
CONSTITUTION Article 19(1)(a): Guarantees freedom of speech and expression to all citizens.

FACT = The Tamil Nadu Assembly resolution to arrest the editors was withdrawn in 2004.

MAINS Q Examine the constitutional conflict between the privileges of the legislature and the fundamental right to freedom of
speech and expression in India.

USE: | Legislative Privilege Freedom of Speech Constitutionalism Judicial Review Fundamental Rights
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ELECTIONS, ECI & ELECTORAL REFORMS P 5 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/13094¢

Telangana CEO orders penalties for applicants making knowingly false statements in voter forms
wHY IN NeEws Telangana Chief Electoral Officer ordered District Election Officers and Collectors to penalize applicants for
knowingly making false statements in voter registration forms.

FACT = Forms 6, 6A, 7,and 8: Used for various voter registration actions including new applications and deletions.

FACT = Rule 20 of the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960: Specifies the inquiry process before penalizing false
statements.

MAINS Q Discuss the measures required to ensure the integrity of electoral rolls in India and the legal mechanisms available to
penalize fraudulent voter registrations.

Use: | Electoralintegrity Representation of People Act Voter Fraud Administrative Oversight Rule of Law

Governance 3

GOVERNMENT POLICIES & SCHEMES P M 3 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12991¢

The Ministry of Education approved five Centres of Excellence for Classical Assamese, Bengali,
Pali
wHY IN NEWS The Ministry of Education approved five Centres of Excellence to strengthen the research, digitisation, and
preservation of Classical Assamese, Bengali, Pali, Marathi, and Prakrit.
BODY  Tezpur University, Visva Bharati University, Central University of Odisha, Central University of Gujarat, and Deccan
College Post Graduate and Research Institute are the designated centres.
FACT = The initiative covers five specific languages: Classical Assamese, Bengali, Pali, Marathi, and Prakrit.

POST = The initiative was praised by Mohan Charan Majhi.

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of establishing Centres of Excellence in preserving and digitising India's linguistic heritage in the
era of rapid technological advancement.

USE: | Linguistic heritage Digitisation Cultural preservation Researchinfrastructure Classical languages

E-GOVERNANCE & CITIZEN SERVICES P M 4 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/130541

Telangana enacts CURE Act to automate mutations and cap property tax
wHY IN NEws The Telangana government enacted the Core Urban Region (Integrated Governance) Act, 2026, to automate land
mutations and cap property tax increases at 10% for a 2,053 sq. km region.
ACT | CURE Act: Caps property tax increases at a maximum of 10% and automates land mutations.
CONCEPT | CURE-1: A system introduced for consolidated billing under the new Act.
BODY = CURE Apex Governance Council: Body coordinating GHMC, CMC, and MMC in Telangana.
Boby ~ HYDRAA: Granted statutory roles to tackle encroachments under the CURE Act.

MAINS Q Discuss how integrated governance and automated land mutation systems can enhance urban administrative efficiency
and transparency in rapidly expanding metropolitan regions.

USE: | Integrated Governance Urban Planning Administrative Efficiency Statutory Authority Fiscal Federalism
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BILLS, ACTS & ORDINANCES P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 5 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/131064

Supreme Court dismisses Centre's plea against Calcutta High Court order on Great Nicobar
project

wHY IN NEWs The Supreme Court dismissed the Centre's plea against a Calcutta High Court order upholding Public Interest
Litigations (PILs) alleging violations of the Forest Rights Act in the Great Nicobar Island project.

FACT = Great Nicobar Island: Project site under litigation regarding Forest Rights Act
ACT / BILL ' Forest Rights Act: Legislation cited in PILs regarding the Great Nicobar project

MAINS Q Examine the conflict between large-scale infrastructure development and the protection of indigenous forest rights under
the Forest Rights Act.

USE: | Judicial Review Forest Rights Act Environmental Governance Infrastructure Development Public Interest Litigation

Social Justice 13

VULNERABLE SECTIONS (SC/ST, MINORITIES, DISABLED, ELDERLY, CHILDREN) P
2 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/129461
4 REPORTS MERGED

Vijay launches ‘Vettri Payanam’ offering no-fare travel for 84.32 lakh women and transgender
persons
wHY InN NEws Tamil Nadu CM C. Joseph Vijay launched the ‘Vettri Payanam’ scheme to provide free bus travel for women and

transgender persons across seven State Transport Corporations.

SCHEME — Vettri Payanam: A Tamil Nadu state government scheme providing no-fare travel for women and transgender
persons.

FACT = The scheme covers 12,695 buses across seven State Transport Corporations.
FACT = The scheme excludes Chengalpattu and Tiruppur districts.

PLACE = Koyambedu bus terminus, Chennai: Location of the scheme's launch.

MAINS @ Examine how targeted free public transport schemes can facilitate women's economic participation and social mobility in
rural and urban India.

USE: | SocialInclusion Gender Equality Public Transport Mobility Rights Subsidized Services

HEALTH POLICY & PUBLIC HEALTH P M 3 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12994¢

Revanth Reddy directs state departments to create online safety framework for children
wHY IN NEWS A.Revanth Reddy directed state departments to create an online safety framework for children in collaboration

with the High Court and State Legal Services Authority (SLSA).

POST = A.Revanth Reddy: Directed the creation of the online safety framework.

BODY | State Legal Services Authority (SLSA): Collaborating body for the safety framework.
PLACE = Hyderabad: Location of the conference where the framework was discussed.

FACT = October 3, 2026: Date of the directive and conference.

MAINS Q Discuss the necessity of a robust legal and technological framework to ensure the online safety of children in India.

USE: | Online safety Child protection Legal support Digital framework Institutional synergy
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HEALTH POLICY & PUBLIC HEALTH P M 3 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/129952

India records 91,783 new leprosy cases in 2025-26 exceeding NLEP target
wHY IN NEwS The Union Health Ministry reported that India recorded 91,783 new leprosy cases in 2025-26, significantly
exceeding the National Leprosy Eradication Programme (NLEP) target for child cases.
CONCEPT ' NLEP: National Leprosy Eradication Programme is the primary initiative for leprosy control in India.
FIGURE = 3,832: Number of new leprosy cases among children recorded in 2025-26.

FIGURE = 2,000: The annual NLEP target for new child leprosy cases.

CONCEPT ' Transmission Interruption: A district is considered to have interrupted transmission after zero new indigenous
child cases for five consecutive years.

CONCEPT | WHO Indicator: New cases among children below 15 years are considered an indicator of recent transmission.

mains o Critically analyze the challenges in achieving the National Strategic Plan for Leprosy 2023-27 despite existing
eradication programs.

use: | Epidemiological surveillance Delayed diagnosis Transmission interruption Public healthinfrastructure National Strategic Plan

VULNERABLE SECTIONS (SC/ST, MINORITIES, DISABLED, ELDERLY, CHILDREN) P 3 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/13018%

Kerala launches Panchami Gramam project for SC housing and infrastructure
wHY IN NEWs The SC/ST and Backward Welfare Minister inaugurated the Panchami Gramam project to provide up to €40 lakh for
infrastructure and housing in settlements with fewer than 15 Scheduled Caste families.
SCHEME | Panchami Gramam project: Provides up to 40 lakh for infrastructure and housing in small settlements.
CONCEPT = 100-day action programme: The framework under which the Panchami Gramam project operates.
PLACE = Munikkunnu and Kakkattuparamba: Locations serving as pilot projects for the initiative.
FIGURE | Fewer than 15 families: The eligibility criteria for Scheduled Caste settlements to receive funding.

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of targeted infrastructure development in small-scale settlements for the socio-economic
upliftment of Scheduled Caste communities.

USE: | socio-economic upliftment targeted intervention infrastructure development Scheduled Castes welfare schemes

VULNERABLE SECTIONS (SC/ST, MINORITIES, DISABLED, ELDERLY, CHILDREN) P 3 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/130232

Karnataka announces welfare board for auto-rickshaw drivers and battery subsidies
wHy InN NEwS Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti Vikramarka announced a welfare board for auto-rickshaw drivers to support 20 lakh
families and introduced a subsidy for battery-operated vehicles.
SCHEME Rajiv Yuva Vikasam programme — allocated ¥200 crore for welfare initiatives
CONCEPT = Welfare Board — established to address issues for 20 lakh auto-rickshaw driver families
FIGURE = %15 lakh subsidy — provided for battery-operated vehicles

FIGURE = %14 per kilometre — the increased fare for auto-rickshaws

MAINS @ Discuss the significance of establishing dedicated welfare boards for gig workers and transport operators in ensuring
social security and promoting green mobility.

Use: | Social Security Gig Economy Green Mobility Subsidies Welfare Board
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HEALTH POLICY & PUBLIC HEALTH P 4 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/13055€C

Telangana NEHS receives pre-authorisation for ¥104.63 crore in treatments
wHY IN NEws The Telangana government's New Employees Health Scheme (NEHS) received pre-authorisation for 15,395

treatments totaling ¥104.63 crore across 919 hospitals.

SCHEME = New Employees Health Scheme (NEHS): A Telangana government initiative for employees and pensioners covering
inpatient and outpatient services.
FIGURE = ¥1,056 crore: The annual budget for NEHS, supported by an ¥88 crore monthly fund.

FIGURE = 12,56,962: Number of health cards generated for NEHS beneficiaries as of September 28.

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of state-sponsored health schemes in ensuring social security for government employees and
pensioners in India.

USE: | Social Security Public Health Infrastructure Fiscal Federalism Employee Welfare

HEALTH POLICY & PUBLIC HEALTH P 4 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/130551

Deccan Declaration aims to make Hyderabad a Formula-Free City
wHY IN NEWS The 6th UNICEF South Asia Chapter LAMBCON 2026 concluded in Hyderabad with the launch of the 'Deccan
Declaration’ aiming to make Hyderabad a 'Formula-Free City'.
CONCEPT = Deccan Declaration — an initiative to make Hyderabad a Formula-Free City
EVENT = LAMBCON 2026 — 6th UNICEF South Asia Chapter conference held in Hyderabad

PLACE = Hyderabad — host city for the 6th LAMBCON 2026
CONCEPT | Yashodamma Mother’s Milk Bank — launched at Yashoda Hospitals during the event

MAINS Q Discuss the public health implications of promoting exclusive breastfeeding and the role of civil society in reducing
infant formula dependency in India.

UseE: | Public Health Infant Nutrition Civil Society Engagement Maternal Health Policy Advocacy

EDUCATION POLICY P 4 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/13068%

Supreme Court judge calls students "brilliant, bold and brave'" amid BCI protest row
wHY IN NEws Supreme Court Justice Ujjal Bhuyan praised students during a moot court competition following a row where the

Bar Council of India (BCI) threatened students for protesting against Chief Justice of India Surya Kant.

FACT = Supreme Court ruling date: August 14
POST = CJI Surya Kant: Chief Justice of India

MAINS Q Discuss the constitutional boundaries of the Bar Council of India's regulatory powers over student bodies and the

importance of academic freedom in legal education.

Use: | Academic freedom Regulatory oversight Judicial independence Statutory authority

VULNERABLE SECTIONS (SC/ST, MINORITIES, DISABLED, ELDERLY, CHILDREN) (P | M 5 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/130744

Odisha government to issue guidelines protecting property rights for Persons with Disabilities
WHY IN NEWS Suresh Kumar Vashishth wrote to Arabinda Kumar Padhee requesting the Odisha government to issue guidelines
to protect property rights for Persons with Disabilities under the RPwD Act, 2016.

ACT / BILL = RPwD Act, 2016: The primary legislation governing the rights of Persons with Disabilities in India.

POST = Arabinda Kumar Padhee: The official to whom the request for guidelines was addressed.

MAINS Q Examine the legal and procedural hurdles faced by Persons with Disabilities in securing property rights in India and
suggest measures to prevent their exploitation.

USE: Property Rights RPwD Act 2016 Social Inclusion Legal Empowerment Vulnerable Sections
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HEALTH POLICY & PUBLIC HEALTH P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 5 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/13083%

ICMR study estimates 5,726 annual rabies deaths despite Health Ministry recording only 54
wHYy InN NEWS An ICMR study published in The Lancet Infectious Diseases revealed a massive discrepancy between the Health
Ministry's recorded rabies deaths (54) and estimated annual deaths (5,726), highlighting surveillance gaps.

BODY | IDSP-IHIP: Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme — Integrated Health Information Platform

BODY ' NCDC: National Centre for Disease Control

FACT = ICMR estimated annual rabies deaths: 5,726

FACT = Health Ministry recorded rabies deaths in 2024: 54

POST = Registrar General of India: Records show significant surveillance gaps in rabies reporting

MAINS Q Discuss the challenges in establishing a robust disease surveillance mechanism in India and suggest measures to achieve
the goal of eliminating dog-mediated human rabies by 2030.

usg: | Disease Surveillance Notifiable Diseases Epidemiological Gap Public Health Infrastructure One Health Approach

EDUCATION POLICY P 5 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/130877

Odisha to resume student union elections after 8-year suspension starting October 7

wHY IN NEwS The Odisha government announced the resumption of student union elections after an eight-year suspension
since 2017 to facilitate student representation.

FACT = Student union elections in Odisha were suspended for eight years starting from 2017.
FACT = The election notification is scheduled for October 7,2026, with the election date set for October 15, 2026.

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of student union elections in fostering democratic values and leadership among the youth in
higher education institutions.

use: | Democratic decentralization Student representation Campus democracy Leadership development

HEALTH POLICY & PUBLIC HEALTH P 5 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/131024

KSRTC to host vending machines and incinerators at 14 terminals for menstrual needs
wHY IN NEWs Minister for Women and Child Development Bindhu Krishna is set to inaugurate the "Women on the Move and
Menstrual Needs' scheme to provide menstrual products and incinerators at KSRTC terminals.

FACT = HLL will supply napkins containing three units priced at ¥10 each.
FACT | The initiative covers 14 terminals/depots under a 100-day programme.

BODY  HLL: The entity responsible for supplying napkins under this scheme.

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of public-private partnerships and state-led initiatives in addressing menstrual hygiene
management for women in public transport systems.

USE: | Menstrual Hygiene Management Public Infrastructure Gender Sensitivity Affordability Waste Management

EDUCATION POLICY P M 5 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/131044

Karnataka to use ¥2,000 crore ADB loan to strengthen 500 public schools
wHY IN NEws The Department of School Education and Literacy (DSEL) issued an order to utilize a 2,000 crore Asian
Development Bank (ADB) loan to strengthen 500 Karnataka Public Schools.

BoDY  ADB: Asian Development Bank provides the ¥2,000 crore loan for the project.
FACT | The programme targets the strengthening of 500 Karnataka Public Schools (KPS).
POST = Nodal officers are appointed to monitor teacher skills and CSR transparency.

MAINS Q Discuss how result-based lending and public-private partnerships can improve educational outcomes in rural India.
How can transparency in CSR be ensured?

USE: | Result-Based Lending Educational Outcomes CSR Transparency Public-Private Partnership Human Capital Development
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International Relations 14

POLICIES OF OTHER COUNTRIES AFFECTING INDIA P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 1 Oct - Al Jazeera - satyadheesh.in/news/128627

Trump signs White House Accord on Super Intelligence with Meta, Nvidia, and Google
wHY IN NEWs President Donald Trump signed the voluntary 'White House Accord on Super Intelligence’ with major tech firms
(Meta, Nvidia, Google, OpenAl, xAl

CONCEPT  White House Accord on Super Intelligence: A voluntary pact for safety oversight and internal guardrails in
advanced Al development.

ACT | Ban Artificial Superintelligence Act: A legislative proposal to prohibit the development of super-intelligent Al
systems.

CONCEPT = Multi-stakeholder governance: A framework to balance technological innovation with global safety standards.
MAINS Q Discuss the necessity of voluntary industry accords versus mandatory legislative frameworks in regulating the
development of super-intelligent Al systems.

USE: | Super Intelligence Regulatory Framework Al Governance Corporate Accountability Technological Oversight

POLICIES OF OTHER COUNTRIES AFFECTING INDIA P M 1 Oct - Al Jazeera - satyadheesh.in/news/12867S

Russia warns NATO of nuclear escalation over Kaliningrad blockade

WHY IN NEWS Russiaissued adiplomatic memo to NATO warning of the use of its entire arsenal, including nuclear weapons, in
response to a potential air and naval blockade of Kaliningrad.

PLACE = Kaliningrad: A Russian exclave on the Baltic Sea bordering Poland and Lithuania

COnNCEPT | Nuclear Deterrence: Russia's threat of using its world's largest nuclear arsenal
MAINS Q Analyze the implications of escalating nuclear rhetoric and regional blockades on the stability of the European security
architecture.

use: | Nuclear deterrence Security architecture Diplomatic memo Strategic blockade Regional instability

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P 2 REPORTS MERGED 1 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/128774

Piyush Goyal meets Jamieson Greer to discuss interim trade agreement amid US tariff changes

wHY IN NEws Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal met U.S. Trade Representative Jamieson Greer to discuss an interim trade
agreement following changes in U.S. tariff policies.

POST = Jamieson Greer: U.S. Trade Representative

FACT = Indiais seeking competitive advantages over ASEAN countries, China, and Bangladesh
PLACE = Milwaukee: Location of the trade discussion

MAINS Q Discuss the challenges and opportunities for India in navigating shifting U.S. tariff policies to secure competitive trade
advantages in the global market.

Use: | TradelLiberalization Tariff Policy Bilateral Cooperation Competitive Advantage
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INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P M 2 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12927¢

Maninder Sidhu and Piyush Goyal aim to scale Canada and India bilateral trade

wHY IN NEws India and Canada aim to scale bilateral trade from USD 30 billion to USD 70 billion by 203], initiating the fifth round
of Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) negotiations in Ottawa.

FACT = Target bilateral trade volume between India and Canada: USD 70 billion by 2031
FACT = Current bilateral trade volume between India and Canada: USD 30 billion
PLACE = Round 5 of CEPA negotiations: scheduled to begin October 5 in Ottawa

s&T | Key focus areas of CEPA: energy, critical minerals, and supply chain diversification
MAINS o Discuss the significance of diversifying supply chains and securing critical minerals in strengthening India's bilateral

trade relations with North American partners.

Usg: | bilateral trade supply chain diversification critical minerals trade liberalization

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P 2 REPORTS MERGED 3 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12984¢

India rescues five nationals from tanker struck in Strait of Hormuz

wHY IN NEws The Embassy of Indiain Oman reported the rescue of five Indian nationals from the Kuwait-flagged tanker MT
Kazimah Il after it was struck by a projectile in the Strait of Hormuz.

PLACE = Strait of Hormuz A strategic chokepoint connecting the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of Oman and the Arabian Sea.
FIGURE = Over 4,500 Indian seafarers were operating in the Persian Gulf region as of September 2026.
FIGURE = 163 Indian seafarers were identified on 12 active cargo ships in the region as of September 2026.

CONCEPT = Maritime Security: Challenges in ensuring safety of seafarers in volatile maritime corridors.
MAINS o Examine the significance of the Strait of Hormuz for global energy security and the challenges faced by Indian seafarers
in volatile maritime corridors.

USE: | Maritime Security Strait of Hormuz Seafarer Safety Energy Security Bilateral Cooperation

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P M 4 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/130287

Russia to recruit 70,000 Indian skilled workers this year

wHY IN NEWS External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar briefed a parliamentary committee on India's engagement with Russia,
highlighting a plan for Russia to recruit approximately 70,000 Indian skilled workers this year.

FIGURE = 70,000 — Number of Indian skilled workers Russia plans to take this year
PLACE | Bishkek — Location of the meeting between PM Modi and Vladimir Putin

CONCEPT | Trade expansion — India and Russia plan to expand trade in seven specific areas

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of labor migration and trade diversification in strengthening India's strategic partnership with
Russia amidst evolving global geopolitical dynamics.

USE: | Strategic Partnership Labor Migration Trade Diversification Geopolitical Diplomacy Human Capital
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INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P 4 REPORTS MERGED 4 Oct - Times of India - satyadheesh.in/news/13030C

India's High Commissioner clarifies Sheikh Hasina arrived on Bangladeshi military aircraft
wHY IN NEWs India's High Commissioner in Dhaka, Dinesh Trivedi, clarified that former Bangladeshi PM Sheikh Hasina arrived in
India on a Bangladeshi military aircraft, not Indian forces
PERSON | Dinesh Trivedi — India's High Commissioner in Dhaka
EVENT = Bay of Bengal Conversation — Venue where the clarification was made
CONCEPT | Sovereign transport — Sheikh Hasina arrived via Bangladeshi military aircraft

EVENT = Bangladesh government fall — Occurred in August 2024

MAINS @ Discuss the evolving dynamics of India-Bangladesh bilateral relations in the wake of the 2024 political transition in
Bangladesh.

Usg: | bilateralrelations extradition_process sovereign transport diplomatic protocol regional stability

POLICIES OF OTHER COUNTRIES AFFECTING INDIA P 4 Oct - Times of India - satyadheesh.in/news/130461

Seychelles secures world's first ocean debt conversion for conservation
wHY IN NEws The Leonardo DiCaprio Foundation and other funders backed a world's first ocean debt conversion deal with
Seychelles to turn $21.6 million in foreign debt into conservation funding.

CONCEPT ' Debt-for-nature swap — converting foreign debt into funding for marine conservation efforts.
PLACE = Seychelles — the first nation to participate in an ocean debt conversion deal.
FIGURE = $21.6 million — the total amount of foreign debt converted into conservation funding.
FIGURE = 30% — the target percentage of protected areas to be achieved by 2020.
BODY ' Leonardo DiCaprio Foundation — a key funder of the ocean debt conversion initiative.

MAINS Q Discuss the potential of 'debt-for-nature' swaps as a viable mechanism for financing marine conservation in developing
and island nations.

Usge: | Debt-for-nature swap Marine conservation Sovereign debt Blue economy Climate finance

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P 4 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/130504

Russialaunches 135 drones striking Kyiv, Sumy and Dnipro; one death reported
wHY IN NEws German Chancellor Friedrich Merz visited Kyiv to announce a 1.3-billion euro support package amidst a massive
Russian drone strike on Ukrainian infrastructure.
FACT = Russialaunched 135 drones, including over 50 jet-powered ones, in a single Sunday attack.
PLACE = Pivnichnyi Bridge is a major bridge located in Kyiv, Ukraine.
FACT = Germany announced a 1.3-billion euro package during Chancellor Friedrich Merz's visit to Kyiv.

FACT = Total agreements signed between Germany and Ukraine during the visit exceeded 8.5 billion euros.

MAINS Q Analyze the role of European diplomatic and financial support in sustaining Ukraine's defense against Russian
infrastructure-targeted warfare.

usg: | Geopolitics Infrastructure Warfare Bilateral Agreements Humanitarian Crisis Strategic Support
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INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS M 6 REPORTS MERGED 4 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/130661

India moves beyond advocacy to engage Kyiv and Moscow on Ukraine conflict
wHY IN NEws External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar stated at the Munich Leaders' Meeting that India is moving beyond advocacy
to engage both Kyiv and Moscow on the Ukraine conflict.
PLACE = Munich Leaders' Meeting: Held in New Delhi
FACT = August 31: Date of talks between Narendra Modi and Vladimir Putin

FACT = Black Sea: Region identified for shipping safety and grain export focus

MAINS Q Discuss India's evolving role from a neutral advocate to an active mediator in the Ukraine conflict. How does this align
with India's strategic autonomy?

USE: | Strategic Autonomy Multi-alignment Mediation Energy Security Food Diplomacy

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P 2 REPORTS MERGED 4 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/130672

Jaishankar meets Admiral Paparo to discuss India-U.S. security and maritime cooperation
wHYy IN NEWS External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar met U.S. Indo-Pacific Command Commander Admiral Samuel J. Paparo to
discuss deepening the Major Defense Partnership and Quad cooperation.

POST = Admiral Samuel J. Paparo: Commander of the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command

FACT = The visit by Admiral Paparo to India lasted five days from October 3 to 8, 2026
BODY  Major Defense Partnership: A framework for India-U.S. security and maritime cooperation

MAINS Q Examine how the deepening of the India-U.S. Major Defense Partnership and Quad cooperation contributes to maritime
security and regional stability in the Indo-Pacific.

USE: | Maritime Security Indo-Pacific Major Defense Partnership Quad Cooperation Strategic Autonomy

POLICIES OF OTHER COUNTRIES AFFECTING INDIA | P 5 Oct - Al Jazeera - satyadheesh.in/news/13078¢

Middle East crude exports hit 22.5 million bpd despite IRGC claims of closure
wHY InN NEWS Kpler data revealed Middle East crude exports reached 19.5-22.5 million bpd in late September 2026, contradicting
IRGC claims of a waterway closure.
FACT = Pre-war Middle East crude export average: 18 million bpd (March 2025 - February 2026)
FACT = Kpler recorded crude exports of 19.5-22.5 million bpd in late September 2026
PLACE = Strait of Hormuz Key maritime chokepoint for Middle Eastern oil exports
BobY  Kpler: Ship-tracking firm providing maritime data

MAINS Q Analyze the geopolitical significance of the Strait of Hormuz in global energy security and the implications of maritime
disruptions on international trade.

USE: | Energy Security Maritime Chokepoints Geopolitics Supply Chain Disruption Hydrocarbon Trade
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INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P 5 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/13097¢
Hegseth announces six reforms including Elon Musk-led Project Meridian at Marine Corps Base
Quantico

wHY IN NEws US Secretary of War Pete Hegseth announced six reforms at Marine Corps Base Quantico, including Project
Meridian and an Autonomous Warfare Command

POST = Pete Hegseth: US Secretary of War
FACT = Autonomous Warfare Command target date: October 2027
FACT = Project Meridian end date: January 28, 2027

PLACE = Marine Corps Base Quantico: Location of reform announcement

MAINS Q Discuss the implications of integrating autonomous warfare systems in bilateral defense cooperation between the United
States and India.

USE: | Autonomous Warfare Defense Modernization Strategic Autonomy Technological Integration

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P 5 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/131007

Montana Governor Greg Gianforte leads 30-person delegation to India and Sri Lanka for trade

WHY IN NEWS Montana Governor Greg Gianforte led a 30-person delegation to India and Sri Lanka to discuss expanding trade,
education, and research partnerships.

FACT = The delegation size exceeded 30 people.
PLACE | The delegation visited India and Sri Lanka.

FACT = The delegation included representatives from agriculture, aerospace, biotechnology, quantum, and photonics.

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of sub-national state delegations in enhancing India's bilateral trade and investment ties with
foreign entities.

USE: | Sub-national diplomacy Trade diversification Professional mobility Bilateral cooperation Investment partnerships
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INDUSTRY, INVESTMENT & MSMES P M 1 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/12868¢

India proposes $25 billion pool to support Deep Tech startups and reduce foreign dependence
wHY IN NEws The Indian Venture and Alternate Capital Association (IVCA) proposed a $25 billion pool to support Deep Tech
startups to reduce foreign technology dependence.

FACT | Proposed Deep Tech startup pool: $25 billion

BODY = |VCA:Indian Venture and Alternate Capital Association
FACT = Deep Tech funding (2015-July 2026): $11.4 billion across 957 deals

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of fostering a domestic Deep Tech ecosystem in achieving India's goal of technological sovereignty
and reducing import dependence.

USE: | Deep Tech Technological Sovereignty Venture Capital Private Equity Import Substitution

GROWTH, INFLATION & MACRO INDICATORS P 1 Oct - Economic Times - satyadheesh.in/news/12872¢

India's external debt reaches $778.2 billion by June 2024
wHY IN NEws The RBI released data showing India's external debt reached $778.2 billion by end-June, reflecting a rise of $15.4
billion.
FIGURE = External debt: $778.2 billion as of June 2024
CONCEPT = Debt-to-GDP ratio: Moderated to 20.8% as of June 2024
FIGURE  |nvisible receipts: Stood at $163 billion
FIGURE | Services trade: $35.5 billion exports against $18.9 billion imports in August 2024

BODY | Reserve Bank of India (RBI): Primary authority for monitoring external debt

MAINS Q Analyze the factors influencing India's external debt profile and its implications for macroeconomic stability and the
current account balance.

USE: | External Debt Debt-to-GDP Ratio Current Account Balance Services Trade Macroeconomic Stability

GROWTH, INFLATION & MACRO INDICATORS P M 1 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/128822

Finance Ministry flags economic risks as crude oil prices jump 28.66%
wHY IN NEws The Finance Ministry flagged risks to India's economy due to a 28.66% jump in crude oil prices to $116.04 per barrel
in September and uncertainty over a US bill regarding tariffs on Russian crude buyers.

FIGURE = Crude oil basket price: $116.04 per barrel in September

FIGURE = Real GDP growth: 7.8% in Q1 FY27

FIGURE | Manufacturing growth: 9.2% in Q1 FY27
FIGURE = Services growth:12.1% in Q1 FY27

CONCEPT | Crude basket composition: Sweet crude (Brent-based) and Sour crude (Oman and Dubai grades)

MAINS  Discuss how volatile global energy prices and shifting trade policies in major economies impact India's fiscal stability
and manufacturing competitiveness.

Usg: | Current Account Deficit Import Dependency Supply Chain Resilience Inflationary Pressure Trade Policy
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MONETARY POLICY, RBI & BANKING P M 1 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12886¢

80% of Mumbaikars refuse 0.4% MDR on UPI payments above ¥2,000
wHY IN NEws The Ministry of Finance notified a framework (S.0. 5067(E)) to introduce a 0.4% Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) on
UPI payments above ¥2,000, sparking resistance from retail associations and consumer pushback.

FACT =~ MDR of 0.4% applies to P2M UPI payments above ¥2,000

FACT = MDR is capped at ¥300 for transactions of ¥75,000 and above

FACT = Maharashtra accounts for 9.84% of UPI transactions by volume as of April 2026

BoDY | NPCI (National Payments Corporation of India) provides statewise UPI transaction data

FACT = LocalCircles study found 80% of Mumbaikars refuse to pay the MDR if passed on by merchants

MAINS Q Discuss the economic implications of introducing a Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) on UPI payments and its potential
impact on the digital payment ecosystem in India.

USE: | Merchant Discount Rate UPI Digital Payments Financial Inclusion Transaction Costs

EMPLOYMENT & INCLUSIVE GROWTH P M 1 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12919¢

Households without biometric Aadhaar authentication to receive only 5kg or 10kg cylinders
wHY IN NEWS The Union Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas mandated that households lacking biometric Aadhaar
authentication (BAA) will only receive 5 kg or 10 kg cylinders at market prices to ensure subsidy targeting.
BODY ' Indian Oil, BPCL, and HPCL are the primary oil marketing companies mandated to implement the BAA norms.
FACT ' T1lakh users in Telangana were reported to lack eKYC as of October 2026.

FACT = Households without BAA are restricted to 5 kg or 10 kg cylinders at market prices.

MAINS Q Discuss how the integration of biometric authentication in Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) schemes balances the goal of
subsidy leakage prevention with the challenge of digital exclusion.

USE: | Direct Benefit Transfer Digital Inclusion Subsidy Targeting eKYC Last-mile Delivery

CAPITAL MARKETS & SEBI P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 2 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/129362

Shoonya MD Sarvjeet Singh Virk highlighted a SEBI FY25-26 study revealing that 87.7% of
individual equity derivative traders incurred net losses
wHY IN NEwS Shoonya MD Sarvjeet Singh Virk highlighted a SEBI FY25-26 study revealing that 87.7% of individual equity
derivative traders incurred net losses, primarily due to options trading and high transaction costs.

FACT = 87.7% of individual equity derivative traders incurred net losses in FY25-26

FACT = Options trading accounted for 92% of the net losses in equity derivatives

FACT = Transaction costs of Rs 24,859 crore impacted the profitability of 4.4 lakh traders

MAINS Q Discuss the risks associated with retail participation in equity derivatives and suggest measures to protect individual
investors from excessive transaction costs and speculative losses.

USE: | Retail participation Equity derivatives Transaction costs Investor protection Market volatility
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FISCAL POLICY, BUDGET & TAXATION (GST) P 2 REPORTS MERGED 2 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/129514

The Telangana Government announced the release of two out of five pending dearness allowance
(DA) instalments worth ¥2,500 crore to address arrears since July 1, 2023

wHY IN NEws The Telangana Government announced the release of two out of five pending dearness allowance (DA)
instalments worth ¥2,500 crore to address arrears since July 1, 2023.

FACT = The DA instalments being released amount to a ¥2,500 crore burden.
FACT = Full release of pending DA instalments would increase salaries by 15.43%.
POST  N. Siva Sankar is the head of the Pay Revision Commission in Telangana.

FACT = The government promised to clear arrears from July 2024.
MAINS Q Discuss the fiscal implications and administrative challenges of managing large-scale arrears and periodic pay revisions
in state-level public service structures.

USE: | Fiscal Federalism Public Service Pay Dearness Allowance Budgetary Allocation State Governance

INFRASTRUCTURE (ENERGY, PORTS, ROADS, RAILWAYS) P 2 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12953%

PNGRB launches National PNG Drive 3.0 to enroll 50 lakh domestic-piped gas connections
wHY IN NEWs The Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB) launched National PNG Drive 3.0 to accelerate the
adoption of domestic-piped natural gas connections to meet net-zero goals.

BODY ~ PNGRB: Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board

FACT = National PNG Drive 3.0 target: 50 lakh domestic-piped gas connections by FY 2027

FACT = National PNG Drive 3.0 target: 40 lakh connections to be converted into active users

FACT = National PNG Drive 2.0 closure report was released on July 7, 2026

MAINS Q Discuss how the expansion of piped natural gas infrastructure contributes to India's net-zero commitments and the
transition towards a cleaner energy mix.

Use: | Net-zero goals Energy transition Piped Natural Gas (PNG) Infrastructure development Regulatory oversight

INFRASTRUCTURE (ENERGY, PORTS, ROADS, RAILWAYS) P 2 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12967C
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka announces 52,000 crore infrastructure works for Hyderabad by
October 2026

wHY IN NEws Deputy Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka announced a ¥52,000 crore infrastructure development package
for Hyderabad to be completed by October 2026.

FACT = Total infrastructure investment for Hyderabad: ¥52,000 crore
FACT = Metro Rail expansion budget: ¥38,000 crore
FACT = Regional Ring Road budget: ¥30,627 crore

FACT = Completion deadline for projects: October 2026

MAINS Q Discuss the role of integrated multi-modal transport systems in facilitating urban decongestion and sustainable economic
growth in rapidly expanding Indian metropolitan cities.

USE: | Multi-modal transport Urban decongestion Infrastructure investment Integrated mobility Regional connectivity
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GROWTH, INFLATION & MACRO INDICATORS P M 2 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12967¢

CURE Act 2026 shifts Hyderabad property tax to Capital Value System
wHY 1IN NEws The Core Urban Region (Integrated Governance) Act, 2026 (CURE Act) replaced the Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation Act, 1955, shifting property tax to a Capital Value System.

ACT | CURE Act: Core Urban Region (Integrated Governance) Act, 2026

ACT | GHMC Act, 1955: The previous legislation replaced by the CURE Act

CONCEPT = Capital Value System: A property tax model based on market value rather than annual rental value
PLACE = CMC: Cyberabad Municipal Corporation governed under the new Act

MAINS o Discuss the implications of shifting property tax to a Capital Value System on urban governance and municipal fiscal
autonomy.

uUse: | Fiscal Federalism Municipal Governance Capital Value System Taxation Policy

INFRASTRUCTURE (ENERGY, PORTS, ROADS, RAILWAYS) P 2 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12969¢

Railway Board approves first Vande Bharat Sleeper for South India to Mumbai
wHY IN NEwS The Railway Board approved the first Vande Bharat Sleeper Express service connecting KSR Bengaluru and Mumbai
(CSMT) to enhance high-speed rail connectivity in South India.

CONCEPT ' Vande Bharat Sleeper Express — first such service launched for the South Indian region
BODY  Railway Board — apex body responsible for the management of Indian Railways
PLACE = KSR Bengaluru and CSMT Mumbai — the primary terminals for the new sleeper service

MAINS Q Discuss how the expansion of high-speed rail infrastructure like the Vande Bharat Sleeper Express contributes to regional
integration and economic corridors in India.

USE: | Regionalintegration Infrastructure development Logistics efficiency Public transport modernization

GROWTH, INFLATION & MACRO INDICATORS M 2 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12971C

Economists propose OECD countries pay Global South individuals for climate damage
wHY IN NEwS Economists Michael Greenstone, Abhijit Banerjee, and Esther Duflo proposed a model where OECD countries pay
individuals in the Global South directly for climate damage caused by their emissions
CONCEPT ' Just Economics: A model where OECD countries pay Global South individuals directly for climate damages
caused by historical emissions.

CONCEPT ' Carbon Pricing: A condition for direct payments, with bilateral deals suggested as an alternative to global
consensus.

BODY  OECD: Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, a grouping of mostly wealthy, industrialized
countries.

FIGURE = 82%: Projected percentage of future global emissions expected to originate outside of OECD countries.
PLACE | Surat: Site of a 99% compliant market trial of 150 textile plants for emissions trading.

MAINS @ Examine the feasibility of direct-to-individual climate reparations from the Global North to the Global South as a
mechanism for climate justice.

use: | Climate Justice Carbon Pricing Global South Climate Finance Market-based Solutions
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INFRASTRUCTURE (ENERGY, PORTS, ROADS, RAILWAYS) P 2 REPORTS MERGED 3 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12983%

Railway Ministry increases speed limit on USBRL project for Vande Bharat Express
wHY IN NEWS The Railway Ministry increased the speed limit for Vande Bharat Express on the Katra-Banihal section of the USBRL

project to 100 kmph.

PLACE = Chenab Bridge — Part of the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL) project in Jammu and Kashmir
CONCEPT = USBRL — Project aimed at connecting the Kashmir Valley to the rest of the country
FIGURE = Katra-Banihal section — A 111-km stretch of the USBRL project
FIGURE = Speed limit increase — Raised from 75 kmph to 100 kmph on the USBRL project

MAINS o Discuss the significance of the USBRL project in enhancing regional connectivity and the logistical challenges of
constructing railway infrastructure in high-altitude terrains.

uUsg: | Infrastructure development Regional connectivity Logistics High-altitude engineering Railway modernization

CAPITAL MARKETS & SEBI P 3 Oct - Economic Times - satyadheesh.in/news/129844

US bond yields hit 22-year highs triggering Indian equity losses

wHY IN NEWs US ten-year and 30-year government bond yields reached their highest levels since 2002, contributing to an
eight-week losing streak for Indian equities.

FIGURE = US 10-year bond yield reached 5.34% in late 2024
FIGURE = US 30-year bond yield reached 5.69% in late 2024
CONCEPT ' Yields reached highest levels since April and May 2002

CONCEPT = Al-driven capital expenditure and G7 bond bear markets influenced the yield trend
MAINS Q Analyze theimpact of rising US bond yields on emerging market equity valuations and the role of AI-driven capital
expenditure in stabilizing market sentiment.

USE: | BondYields Capital Markets Emerging Markets Al Capex Monetary Policy

CAPITAL MARKETS & SEBI P 3 Oct - Economic Times - satyadheesh.in/news/12984S

FPIs sell $27.8 billion in Indian equities as 8 companies lose half market cap

WHY IN NEws Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) sold $27.8 billion in Indian equities in the first nine months of 2026, significantly
higher than the previous year's sell-off.

FIGURE FPI sell-off: $27.8 billion (approx. 2.6 lakh crore) recorded in first nine months of 2026
CONCEPT | FPI: Entities that invest in financial assets like stocks and bonds in a country's equity markets

CONCEPT = Market Capitalization: Loss of over 50% for 8 companies due to governance and regulatory hurdles

MAINS Q Analyze the factors influencing Foreign Portfolio Investment (FPI) volatility in Indian equity markets and suggest
measures to enhance investor confidence.

USE: | ForeignPortfolio Investment Market Capitalization Corporate Governance Capital Flight Regulatory Compliance
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CAPITAL MARKETS & SEBI P 3 Oct - Economic Times - satyadheesh.in/news/12996¢

Sebi seeks public comments on CAS, market timings and derivative settlement methodology
proposals

wHY IN NEWs Sebisought public comments by October 3 on proposals to review the Closing Auction System (CAS), market
timings, and derivative settlement methodology.

BODY | Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) is the regulator seeking public comments on market settlement.
FACT | The CAS (Closing Auction System) is used to determine closing prices through an auction process.
FACT | Sebiis collaborating with the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to ease access for foreign portfolio investors.

FACT = Sebiintroduced an electronic bidding platform for primary issuances to promote exchange-traded systems in the
bond market.

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of the Closing Auction System (CAS) in ensuring price discovery and market integrity in the
Indian equity and derivative markets.

USE: | PriceDiscovery Market Integrity Derivative Settlement Capital Market Regulation Auction Mechanism

FISCAL POLICY, BUDGET & TAXATION (GST) P 3 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/130011

Alcohol remains outside GST causing wide price disparity across states

WHY IN NEWs The wide price disparity of Tamerlane whisky across states (Rs 1,300 in Haryana to Rs 3,425 in Karnataka) highlights
the impact of alcohol remaining outside the GST framework.

CONCEPT Alcohol for human consumption is currently excluded from the Goods and Services Tax (GST) framework in India.
FIGURE = Goaexcise revenue in 2024-25: nearly Rs 947.9 crore.

CONCEPT | Price breakdown of a Rs 2,000 whisky bottle includes Excise duty (Rs 425), Import fee (Rs 150), VAT/Surcharge (Rs
570), and Retail margin (Rs 150).

MAINS Q Discuss the fiscal implications and federal challenges of keeping alcohol outside the GST framework in India.

Usg: | Fiscal Federalism GST Excise Duty Tax Harmonization State Autonomy

MONETARY POLICY, RBI & BANKING P M 3 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/130044

RBI Governor warns of cryptocurrency risks to monetary sovereignty

wHY IN NEWS RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra warned of cryptocurrency risks to India's monetary sovereignty while expressing
support for distributed ledger technology and tokenisation.

CONCEPT ' Distributed ledger technology and tokenisation — technologies supported by the RBI

CONCEPT | Bond yields — hardening yields linked to increased spending on artificial intelligence

MAINS Q Discuss the implications of decentralized cryptocurrencies on a nation's monetary sovereignty and the role of the central
bank in regulating digital assets.

USE: | monetary sovereignty distributed ledger technology tokenisation bond yields fiscal policy
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INFRASTRUCTURE (ENERGY, PORTS, ROADS, RAILWAYS) P 3 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/130142

India's power shortage reached 544 MU in September
wHY IN NEWs The Grid Controller of India reported that India's power shortage surged to 544 MU in September, the highest
monthly deficit of the year, as actual demand outpaced projections.
FIGURE = 544 MU — The highest monthly power deficit recorded in India during the year in September.
FIGURE = 248 GW — The peak power demand recorded in September.
FIGURE = 3.3% — The amount by which actual demand exceeded projections from April-August FY27.
BODY | Grid-India and Central Electricity Authority (CEA) — The bodies providing power data.

MAINS @ Analyze the challenges of balancing rapid industrial growth with power infrastructure demands in India. Suggest
measures to bridge the gap between projected and actual power requirements.

Use: | Power deficit Grid management Infrastructure planning Peak demand Energy security

INFRASTRUCTURE (ENERGY, PORTS, ROADS, RAILWAYS) P 3 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/13023C

KSRTC to install 100 Advanced Driver Assistance Systems in buses by October 2027
wHY IN NEws KSRTC announced plans to install 100 Advanced Driver Assistance Systems (ADAS) in buses across 17 divisions to

monitor road hazards and driver fatigue.

S&T = ADAS: Uses cameras, sensors, GPS/NavIC, and 4G LTE to monitor road hazards and driver fatigue.
FACT = KSRTC to install 100 ADAS units across 17 divisions by October 2027.
FACT = BMTC to conduct a pilot project for 50 buses.
PLACE = KSRTC: Karnataka State Road Transport Corporation.

MAINS Q Discuss how the integration of Advanced Driver Assistance Systems (ADAS) and IoT-based monitoring can enhance public
transport safety and operational efficiency in urban India.

USE: | Public Safety loT Integration Smart Mobility Operational Efficiency Real-time Monitoring

INFRASTRUCTURE (ENERGY, PORTS, ROADS, RAILWAYS) P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 4 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/13028%

Centre considers 5,129 crore Sawalkot hydropower project in J&K
wHY IN NEWS The Union Power Secretary announced that the Centre is considering the ¥5,129 crore Sawalkot hydropower
project in J&K following India's suspension of the Indus Water Treaty.
BoDY = NHPC — The agency behind the Sawalkot hydropower project initiative.
FIGURE = 800 megawatts — The power generation capacity of the Sawalkot project.
FIGURE = ¥5]129 crores — The estimated cost of the Sawalkot hydropower project.
PLACE = Pahalgam — Location of the 2025 attack leading to the Indus Water Treaty suspension.
SCHEME ' PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana — Scheme under which J&K reached a 100 MW milestone.

MAINS o Discuss the implications of suspending the Indus Water Treaty on India's energy security and regional hydro-politics.

USE: | Energy Security Transboundary Water Hydro-politics Infrastructure Development Bilateral Relations
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INDUSTRY, INVESTMENT & MSMES P 4 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/13037t

PPAC raises KG-D6 block natural gas ceiling price to $9.89
wHY IN NEws The Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell (PPAC) increased the natural gas ceiling price for the KG-D6 block to
$9.89 per MMBtu to accommodate production from difficult fields.
BODY  PPAC: Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell operates under the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas
FIGURE = $9.89 per MMBtu: New ceiling price for Reliance and BP's KG-D6 block from Oct 2026 to Mar 2027
FIGURE  $7 per MMBtu: Ceiling price for legacy fields from ONGC and OIL

MAINS @ Discuss the significance of price ceiling mechanisms in regulating the domestic natural gas market and ensuring energy
security for industrial growth.

USE: | Energy Security Price Ceiling Natural Gas Market Resource Allocation Industrial Growth

INDUSTRY, INVESTMENT & MSMES P M 4 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/13037¢

Lockheed Martin and TASL bid USD 10.5 billion for 60 IAF transport aircraft
WHY IN NEWs Lockheed Martin and Tata Advanced Systems Limited (TASL) have bid for a USD 10.5 billion Indian government
tender to supply 60 medium transport aircraft for the Indian Air Force.
FIGURE = USD 10.5 billion — Total value of the tender for 60 medium transport aircraft.
CONCEPT = Make in India — Proposal includes 12 flyaway aircraft and 48 aircraft to be manufactured in India.
BODY = TASL — Tata Advanced Systems Limited is a key Indian partner in the Lockheed Martin bid.
BobY = HAL — Hindustan Aeronautics Limited is one of the five Indian companies competing for the contract.

CONCEPT ' Fleet Upgrade — Proposal includes upgrading 12 existing C-130J aircraft to create a common fleet of 72.
MAINS Q Discuss how the 'Make in India' initiative in the aerospace sector can enhance India's strategic autonomy and industrial
capabilities.

USE: | MakeinIndia Aerospace manufacturing Strategic autonomy Defense procurement Technology transfer

CAPITAL MARKETS & SEBI P 2 REPORTS MERGED 4 Oct - Economic Times - satyadheesh.in/news/130457

FPIs sell Rs 45,536 crore in September amid global yield and crude pressures

wHY IN NEwWs Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) sold Rs 45,536 crore in September as analysts cited high US 10-year Treasury
yields, elevated crude prices, and rupee volatility as key deterrents.

FIGURE = Rs 45,536 crore — Total equity sold by FPIs in September
FIGURE = 534% — US 10-year Treasury yield reached in late September

CONCEPT = Capital Outflow — Driven by high US yields, elevated crude prices, and rupee volatility

MAINS Q Analyze the impact of global interest rate fluctuations and commodity price volatility on India's capital account and
currency stability.

USE: | ForeignPortfolio Investment Capital Outflow Current Account Deficit Yield Curve Currency Risk
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GROWTH, INFLATION & MACRO INDICATORS P 3 REPORTS MERGED 4 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/13051S

Shaktikanta Das says Viksit Bharat by 2047 is achievable with 7.9 per cent growth
wHY IN NEwS Shaktikanta Das, Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister, stated at the 5th Kautilya Economic Conclave 2026
that India can achieve 'Viksit Bharat' by 2047 with a 7.9 per cent growth rate.
FACT = Indiarecorded a 7.8 per cent real GDP growth in the first quarter of the year.
FACT = Average real GDP growth between fiscal 2022 and fiscal 2026 was 7.9 per cent.
POST = Shaktikanta Das serves as the Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister.
PLACE = The 5th Kautilya Economic Conclave 2026 was held in Delhi.

MAINS Q Discuss the structural requirements and macroeconomic conditions necessary for India to achieve the 'Viksit Bharat' goal
by 2047.

Usg: | Viksit Bharat Real GDP Growth Macroeconomic Stability Economic Conclave Capital Formation

FISCAL POLICY, BUDGET & TAXATION (GST) M 4 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/13056€

RBI reports Telangana government consistently lagged behind revenue budget estimates
wHY IN NEwWs The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) reported that the Telangana State Government consistently failed to meet its
budget estimates for revenue receipts between 2022 and 2025.

REPORT | RBI report — highlighted consistent failure of Telangana to meet revenue receipt estimates (2022-2025).

CONCEPT ' Revenue receipts — primary areas of mismatch identified as non-tax revenues and Grants-in-Aid &
Contributions.

FIGURE | %159 lakh crore — revenue realizations for Telanganain 2022-23.
FIGURE = ¥1.69 lakh crore — revenue realizations for Telangana in 2023-24.
FIGURE | ¥1.67 lakh crore — revenue realizations for Telanganain 2024-25.

MAINS Q Analyze the fiscal implications of consistent shortfalls in revenue receipts for state governments and suggest measures to
improve budgetary accuracy.

use: | Fiscaldiscipline Revenue receipts Budgetary estimates Fiscal deficit State finances

GROWTH, INFLATION & MACRO INDICATORS P 5 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/130704

Central teams continue visits to drought-hit areas
wHY IN NEwS The Karnataka government submitted memorandums to the Centre seeking ¥7500 crore in relief as drought-
related losses in the state reached an estimated ¥46,000 crore.
PLACE = Drought-hit districts in Karnataka include Yadgir, Raichur, Gerdada, Arakere, Saligrama, Mysuru, Hassan, and
Davanagere

FACT = Estimated drought losses in Karnataka reached ¥46,000 crore

FACT = Karnataka sought ¥7500 crore in relief from the Centre

BODY  Inter-Ministerial Central Teams are responsible for assessing disaster losses in states

MAINS o Discuss the fiscal challenges faced by states in mitigating climate-induced agricultural losses and the necessity of a
robust federal relief framework.

use: | Fiscal Federalism Climate Resilience Agricultural Distress Disaster Management Relief Mechanism
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GROWTH, INFLATION & MACRO INDICATORS P 5 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/13074€

GST collections reach ¥12.46 lakh crore as taxable supplies grow 25.8%
wHY IN NEWS Union Minister of Finance Nirmala Sitharaman announced that GST collections reached ¥12.46 lakh crore for the
April-September 2026 period, reflecting an 11.6% increase.

FACT = GST collections reached ¥12.46 lakh crore for the period April-September 2026.
FACT = Taxable supplies grew by 25.8% between October 2025 and July 2026.

FACT = GST registrations reached approximately 1.71 crore by August.

FACT = Next-Gen GST rate changes took effect on September 22, 2025.

MAINS Q Analyze the factors contributing to the growth in GST collections and its implications for India's fiscal deficit
management.

use: | Fiscal Federalism Tax Base Expansion Indirect Taxation Revenue Mobilization GST Regime

MONETARY POLICY, RBI & BANKING P M 5 Oct - Economic Times - satyadheesh.in/news/130752

RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra's hawkish speech signals higher rates amid $4.5 billion capital

outflows
wHY IN NEWS RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra delivered a hawkish speech at the Fifth Kautilya Economic Conclave, signaling a
‘higher-for-longer' interest rate environment to counter $4.5 billion in capital outflows and global risks.

FACT = Capital outflows reached $4.5 billion as reported in the context of the RBI's hawkish stance.
FACT = The 10-year US treasury yield reached a 24-year high as of the reporting period.

FACT = Qil prices were noted to be above $100 a barrel during the speech.
FACT = The gap between the 10-year benchmark Indian yield and the 10-year US treasury yield is 193 basis points.

MAINS Q Discuss the challenges faced by emerging economies like India in managing capital outflows and maintaining financial
stability amidst tightening global financial conditions.

uUse: | Hawkishstance Capital outflows Monetary policy Yield spread Financial stability

MONETARY POLICY, RBI & BANKING P 2 REPORTS MERGED 5 Oct - Economic Times - satyadheesh.in/news/130752

20 of 21 experts expect RBI rate hike as crude oil exceeds $100
wHY IN NEws 20 out of 21 experts anticipate an RBI rate hike on October 7 due to crude oil prices exceeding $100 per barrel and
the US Federal Reserve's September hike.

FACT ' India's GDP growth is reported at 7.8%.
FACT = The India-US yield differential is narrowing to 189 basis points.
FACT | Crude oil prices are currently exceeding $100 per barrel.

BODY = The RBI rate-setting committee meets to announce decisions on October 7.

MAINS @ Discuss the impact of narrowing yield differentials and global crude oil price volatility on the Reserve Bank of India's
monetary policy framework.

USE: | Monetary Policy Yield Differential Inflation Targeting Capital Flows Macroeconomic Stability
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GROWTH, INFLATION & MACRO INDICATORS M 5 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/13077¢

India's economy grew nearly 8 per cent but equities struggled to deliver expected returns
wHY IN NEws Ajay Kumar Yadav of Wise Finserv noted that India's nearly 8% GDP growth in the April-June 2026 quarter did not
translate into expected equity returns due to forward-looking market pricing.

FACT ' India's economy grew at nearly 8 per cent in the April-June 2026 quarter

FACT = Stock markets price future earnings rather than current GDP

FACT = Large IT exporters depend heavily on global clients and are affected by Al economics

MAINS Q Analyze why high GDP growth rates do not always correlate with immediate stock market returns in a developing
economy like India.

USE: | GDP growth Equity returns Forward-looking pricing Valuation Corporate earnings

MONETARY POLICY, RBI & BANKING P 5 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/130812

Nifty 50 and Sensex open higher as RBI begins Monetary Policy Committee meeting
wHY IN NEws The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) commenced its three-day Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) meeting to decide
on the repo rate amidst 4.82 per cent CPI inflation.

FACT = Repo Rate: 5.25 per cent as of October 5, 2026

FACT = CPI Inflation: 4.82 per cent

BODY = Monetary Policy Committee (MPC): The body responsible for determining the repo rate in India

FACT = Nifty 50 and BSE Sensex opened at 22,532 and 72,340 respectively on October 5, 2026

MAINS Q Discuss the role of the Monetary Policy Committee in balancing inflation control with economic growth in a volatile
global environment.

USE: | Monetary Policy Repo Rate CPlInflation Liquidity Management Capital Markets

MONETARY POLICY, RBI & BANKING P 5 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/130825

India's foreign exchange reserves decline USD 18.34 billion in one week
wHY IN NEws Deepanshu Mohan of O.P. Jindal Global University analyzed a reported USD 18.34 billion decline in India's foreign

exchange reserves over a single week.

BODY | Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is the body responsible for managing India's foreign exchange reserves.
FACT ' India's foreign exchange reserves declined by USD 18.34 billion in one week.

FACT = Reserves are used as macroeconomic insurance to buffer trade deficits and volatile capital flows.

MAINS Q Analyze the role of foreign exchange reserves as a macroeconomic stabilizer for India and suggest measures to reduce
vulnerability to external shocks.

USE: | Macroeconomicinsurance Trade deficit Capital flows External shocks Reserve management
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INFRASTRUCTURE (ENERGY, PORTS, ROADS, RAILWAYS) P M 3 REPORTS MERGED 5 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/130847
Union Cabinet approves ¥1.86 lakh crore Green Energy Corridor Phase-III to integrate renewable
power

wHY IN NEws The Union Cabinet approved the ¥1.86 lakh crore Green Energy Corridor Phase-Ill (GEC-III) to integrate renewable
power into the national grid.

FACT = GEC-IIl total outlay: ¥1.86 lakh crore

FACT = BESS capacity target: 50 GWh

FACT = Renewable power evacuation target: 135 GW by FY2032-33

BODY = MNRE and CEA are the managing bodies for the Green Energy Corridor
FACT  India's renewable capacity as of January 2026: 263 GW

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of integrating renewable energy into the national grid and the role of storage systems in achieving
India's 2030 energy targets.

USE: | Renewable Energy GreenEnergy Corridor Battery Energy Storage System Viability Gap Funding Grid Integration

INDUSTRY, INVESTMENT & MSMES P M 5 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/130854

Foreign firms invest $10 billion in Indian hospital chains as committee warns of inflation

WHY IN NEws Foreign investment firms including Blackstone and KKR have invested $10 billion in Indian hospital chains,
prompting a parliamentary committee warning regarding medical inflation.

FACT ' Total foreign investment in Indian hospital chains: $10 billion over five years

FACT = KKR's acquisition of Medicover AB: $1.4 billion

FACT = Medicover AB bed capacity after acquisition: 10,000

BOoDY | Temasek Holdings (Pte) Ltd. is a foreign investment firm involved in the hospital chain investments
MAINS Q Discuss the impact of large-scale foreign private equity investment in India's healthcare sector on medical inflation and
accessibility for the common man.

USE: | PrivateEquity Medical Inflation Capital Infusion Healthcare Accessibility Price Regulation

EXTERNAL SECTOR, TRADE & FDI P M 5 Oct - BBC - satyadheesh.in/news/13095€

India raises toy tariffs to 70% as trade deficit with China hits $112bn

WHY IN NEWS Indiaincreased toy import tariffs from 20% to 70% to curb imports, while the trade deficit with China reached
$112bn.

FACT ' India's toy import tariff was increased from 20% to 70%.
FACT | India's trade deficit with China reached $112bn in 2026.

PLACE = BRICS summit served as the platform for leaders to discuss trade imbalances.

MAINS @ Examine the challenges India faces in reducing industrial dependencies on China despite implementing protective tariff
measures.

Use: | Trade Deficit Import Substitution Industrial Dependency Tariff Barriers Trade Imbalance
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Agriculture 8

CROPPING PATTERNS & IRRIGATION P 6 REPORTS MERGED 2 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/129664

Andhra Pradesh announces 2.3 lakh crore for rural development and horticulture
wHy InN NEwS Andhra Pradesh CM N. Chandrababu Naidu announced a ¥1.30 lakh crore rural development fund and a %1 lakh crore

horticulture investment for Rayalaseema during the Swarnandhra-Swachhandhra Awards-2026.

FIGURE = ¥1.30 lakh crore — allocated for rural development in Andhra Pradesh
FIGURE = ¥1lakh crore — allocated specifically for horticulture in Rayalaseema
PLACE = Rayalaseema — a geographical region in the southern part of Andhra Pradesh

CONCEPT | Net-Zero goals — supported via MoU with [IT-Kanpur for schools

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of targeted regional investments in horticulture and rural infrastructure for achieving balanced
regional development in India.

USE: | Regional Development Horticulture Net-Zero Goals Rural Infrastructure Public-Private Partnership

CROPPING PATTERNS & IRRIGATION P 2 REPORTS MERGED 3 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/13018¢

Karnataka seeks ¥7,142.64 crore from NDRF for drought relief
wHY IN NEws The Karnataka government requested £7142.64 crore from the National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) to address
drought-induced crop losses and drinking water issues.

BODY | National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) — The source of requested drought relief funds.

BODY  Inter-Ministerial Central Team — The body to which the state submitted relief memorandums.

FIGURE = ¥46,324.50 crore — Total losses reported across 177 taluks during the 2026 kharif season.

MAINS Q Discuss the institutional mechanisms for disaster relief in India and the challenges in quantifying and compensating
agricultural losses during drought cycles.

USE: | Disaster Management Fiscal Federalism Agricultural Resilience NDRF Kharif Season

LAND REFORMS P 3 REPORTS MERGED 4 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/130501

Union government sanctions six lakh additional houses for Andhra Pradesh
wHY IN NEwS Union Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan announced an additional six lakh houses for Andhra Pradesh under PMAY-G
2.0 and launched a 3D concrete-printed housing pilot project.

SCHEME = PMAY-G 2.0: Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Gramin 2.0 provides housing for rural-poor households.

CONCEPT = 3D concrete printing: Technology used for a pilot project of 177 houses in Andhra Pradesh.
PLACE = Burripalem and Obulanayudupalem: Locations of the 3D concrete-printed house pilot project.
FIGURE = ¥6,000: Annual amount provided by the Centre to farmers.
FIGURE ¥14,000: Amount added by the State under Annadata Sukhibhava.

MAINS Q Discuss how innovative construction technologies like 3D concrete printing can address the rural housing shortage while
ensuring structural durability and cost-effectiveness.

USE: | RuralHousing 3D Concrete Printing PMAY-G 2.0 Infrastructure Development Fiscal Federalism
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ANIMAL HUSBANDRY, FISHERIES & ALLIED P 4 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/130547

Union Minister lays foundation for ¥400-crore Amul dairy plant in Toopran
wHY IN NEwS Union Minister G. Kishan Reddy laid the foundation stone for a ¥400-crore Amul dairy plant in Toopran, Telangana,

to promote the White Revolution 2.0.

CONCEPT  White Revolution 2.0: Aim to establish 75,000 new dairy cooperative societies across India by 2029.
PLACE = Toopran, Telangana: Site for the new ¥400-crore Amul dairy plant.

FIGURE | 20 lakh: Maximum loan amount offered by banks to women's groups for livestock rearing and dairy activities.
FIGURE | One-fourth:India's contribution to the global milk output.

MAINS Q Discuss how the cooperative model, exemplified by Amul and Sabar Dairy, can enhance rural livelihoods and ensure
price realization for small-scale dairy farmers in India.

USE: | White Revolution2.0 Cooperative Model Value Addition Rural Livelihoods Price Realization

CROPPING PATTERNS & IRRIGATION P 5 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/13073%

UP releases 4 new sugarcane varieties as C0S.23232 yields 95.56 tons/hectare
wHY IN NEws The Uttar Pradesh government released four new sugarcane varieties, including CoS.23232, to enhance state
production yields.

FACT = C0S.23232 sugarcane variety yield: 95.56 tons/hectare
BODY  UP Council of Sugarcane Research is located in Shahjahanpur
BODY | |ndian Institute of Sugarcane Research (IISR) collaborated on variety development

FACT  Six older sugarcane varieties are scheduled to be phased out over a two-year period
MAINS Q Discuss how the development of high-yielding crop varieties can contribute to doubling farmers' income and ensuring
food security in India.

USE: | Agricultural productivity R&D collaboration Crop diversification Yield optimization Sustainable farming

CROPPING PATTERNS & IRRIGATION P 5 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/13096€

149 Wayanad township houses to be completed by October 31 for landslide survivors
WHY IN NEWS Agriculture Minister T. Siddique announced the completion of 149 houses in the second phase of the Wayanad
township by October 31 for Mundakkai-Chooralmala landslide survivors.

FACT = 149 houses in the second phase of the Wayanad township to be completed by October 31
FACT = ¥2 lakh financial assistance provided to 370 families

FACT = Z15-crore skill park tender to be initiated for survivors

BODY | District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA) to conduct the lot draw for house allotment

PLACE = Wayanad township located at Elstone Estate, Kalpetta

MAINS o Discuss the importance of integrated rehabilitation models, combining housing, skill development, and infrastructure, in
disaster-resilient planning for landslide-affected regions.

Usg: | Disaster Management Rehabilitation Skill Development Resilient Infrastructure Livelihood Restoration
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CROPPING PATTERNS & IRRIGATION M 5 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/13096S

Extreme heat links to premature births and underweight babies, UNFCCC's Simon Stiell warns
wHY IN News UNFCCC Executive Secretary Simon Stiell warned of the link between extreme heat and adverse pregnancy
outcomes, including premature births and underweight babies, ahead of COP31.
FACT = 73% of maternal healthcare professionals reported heat-related complications in pregnant women.
FACT = 76% of maternal healthcare professionals reported heat-related issues affecting foetal or newborn health.
PLACE = COP31is scheduled to be held in Turkey next month.

BODY  UNFCCC: United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.

MAINS Q Discuss how climate-driven extreme heat poses a systemic threat to maternal and neonatal health, and suggest measures
to build climate-resilient healthcare systems.

uUse: | Climate Change Maternal Health Extreme Heat COP31 Public Health

FOOD PROCESSING & SUPPLY CHAIN P 5 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/131031

Kerala to launch ‘Brand Wayanad’ with ¥50 crore Tribal University and Heritage Centre
wHY IN NEWs The Kerala State Government is launching '‘Brand Wayanad' to promote responsible tourism and establish a Tribal
University and Heritage Knowledge Centre.
PLACE | Wayanad: A district in Kerala where '‘Brand Wayanad' is being launched.
FACT = The Tribal University and Heritage Knowledge Centre project has a budget of ¥50 crore.
FACT = Wayanad Robusta Coffee is a Gl-tagged product promoted under the initiative.

SCHEME = Wayanad CSR Exchange and E-Waste-Free Drive are components of the Brand Wayanad project.

MAINS Q Discuss how the promotion of GI-tagged products and responsible tourism can contribute to the socio-economic
development of tribal and rural regions in India.

USE: | Responsible Tourism Gl Tagging Socio-economic Development Tribal Welfare Value Addition
. s :
Science & Technology 22
BIOTECHNOLOGY & HEALTH RESEARCH P M 1 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12880%

Supreme Court rules out nationwide firecracker ban, accepts limited relaxation for green
crackers
wHY IN NEWs The Supreme Court rejected a nationwide firecracker ban, instead accepting CSIR-NEERI's recommendation for

limited and conditional relaxation for Gen-2 green crackers.

BODY | CSIR-NEERI: Recommended the limited and conditional relaxation of green crackers.
FACT = Gen-2 green crackers reduce PM10 and PM2.5 pollution by 45%-60%.
BODY = PESO: Manufacturers must hold a Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organisation license to register.

PLACE = Delhi Government: Announced the Winter Action Plan 2026-27 on September 29.

MAINS Q Discuss the balance between environmental protection and industrial freedom in the context of regulating air pollutants
from firecrackers in urban India.

USE: | Environmental Governance Pollution Mitigation Regulatory Relaxation Public Health Sustainable Development
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SPACE TECHNOLOGY (ISRO, MISSIONS) P 2 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/129382

Jessica Watkins becomes first Black woman to lead crew to orbit in record flight
wHY IN NEws SpaceX launched acrew to the International Space Station (ISS) led by Jessica Watkins, the first Black woman to
lead a crew to orbit, setting a U.S. speed record.
PLACE = Cape Canaveral Space Force Station: Launch site located in Florida, USA
FACT | The flight duration to the International Space Station (ISS) was eight hours

POST = Jessica Watkins: NASA commander and first Black woman to lead a crew to orbit

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of private-public partnerships in expanding human space exploration and the socio-cultural
implications of diversifying space missions.

USE: | SpaceExploration Public-Private Partnership Orbital Logistics Diversity in STEM Aerospace Technology

IT, AI, SEMICONDUCTORS & COMPUTING P 2 REPORTS MERGED 2 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12953C

Tamil Nadu launches first booth-less toll plaza using FASTag, RFID and ANPR technology
wHY IN NEws Tamil Nadu launched its first booth-less toll plaza at Paranur on the Chennai-Tiruchi National Highway to improve
traffic flow and reduce emissions using automated technologies.
FACT = Paranur toll plaza is the first booth-less facility in Tamil Nadu.
PLACE = The facility is located on the Chennai-Tiruchi National Highway.
FACT = A 50% discount is offered on double-fee e-notices if paid within 72 hours.

MAINS Q Discuss how the integration of RFID and ANPR technologies in toll collection contributes to infrastructure efficiency and
environmental sustainability in India.

USE: | Multi-lane free flow Automatic Number Plate Recognition Infrastructure efficiency Carbonfootprint reduction Digital governance

BIOTECHNOLOGY & HEALTH RESEARCH P 2 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/129541

CCMB scientists develop India-specific Severity Score to improve clinical assessment
concordance to 85%

WHY IN NEWs Scientists at the CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB) developed India-specific Severity Scores
(ISS1and ISS2) to improve clinical assessment concordance in children.

BODY ~ CCMB: CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology
FACT = |SS1and ISS2: India-specific Severity Scores developed on October 02,2026
FACT  Clinical assessment concordance: Improved to 85% from 67% (PSS score)

PLACE =~ Government Medical College and Hospital: Nagpur

MAINS Q Discuss the importance of developing indigenous clinical assessment tools in improving healthcare outcomes for
pediatric patients in India.

USE: | Clinical Concordance Pediatric Healthcare Diagnostic Standardization Indigenous Innovation Public Health Metrics

SATYADHEESH - UPSC MONTHLY DETAILED NOTES - 2026-10 satyadheesh.in/upsc - t.mel/satyadheesh - 31/42



IT, AI, SEMICONDUCTORS & COMPUTING P 2 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/129652

Spintronics AI and CSIR-CEERI sign MoU for indigenous GaN fabrication facility
WHY IN NEWS Spintronics Al Semiconductors and CSIR-CEERI signed an MoU on October 02, 2026, to establish an indigenous
Gallium Nitride (GaN) fabrication facility in India.

CONCEPT | Gallium Nitride (GaN) — a wide-bandgap semiconductor material used in high-frequency and high-power
electronics.
BODY = CSIR-CEERI — Central Electronics Engineering Research Institute, a premier R&D laboratory under CSIR.

FIGURE = GaN market projection — expected to grow from $224 million in 2026 to $1.88 billion by 2033.

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of developing indigenous semiconductor fabrication facilities for India's technological
sovereignty and economic growth.

USE: | Semiconductor fabrication Indigenous technology Wide-bandgap semiconductors Strategic autonomy R&D collaboration

DEFENCE TECHNOLOGY P 3 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12976S

Air Marshal Jasvir Singh Mann reviews LCA AF Mk-IT and AMCA programs
wHY IN NEWS Air Marshal Jasvir Singh Mann, AOC-in-C of the Southern Air Command, reviewed the LCA AF Mk-Il and AMCA
programs at ADA and HAL in Bengaluru to address delays in the LCA Tejas Mk1A delivery.
CONCEPT | LCA Tejas Mk1A: A multi-role light combat aircraft developed under the indigenous Make in India initiative.
CONCEPT | AMCA: Advanced Medium Capability Aircraft, India's planned 5th-generation fighter jet.
BoDY  ADA: Aeronautical Development Agency is the nodal agency for the design and development of the LCA.
FIGURE = ¥48,000 crore: The value of the procurement deal for 83 LCA Tejas MKIA jets.

MAINS Q Analyze the challenges in the indigenous development and timely delivery of advanced fighter aircraft programs like LCA
Tejas and AMCA in India.

UsE: | Indigenization Defense Procurement Aatmanirbhar Bharat Strategic Autonomy Aerospace Engineering

SPACE TECHNOLOGY (ISRO, MISSIONS) P 3 Oct - Times of India - satyadheesh.in/news/129944

Space seeds grew slower but remained viable after 6-month International Space Station mission
wHY IN NEws Researchers revealed that rocket seeds and other seeds kept in the International Space Station (ISS) for six

months remained viable despite slower growth rates.

S&T | ESA:European Space Agency
FACT = 2kg of rocket seeds were transported to the ISS in 2015
BODY = Royal Horticultural Society and UK Space Agency collaborated on the school-based experiment

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of space-based botanical research in ensuring long-term human sustainability and food security
during interplanetary missions.

USE: | microgravity extraterrestrial agriculture seed viability space exploration biotechnology
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BIOTECHNOLOGY & HEALTH RESEARCH P 3 Oct - Times of India - satyadheesh.in/news/12999S

IGI researchers discover VIPR viral system using Al to screen proteins
WHY IN NEWs Researchers at the Innovative Genomics Institute (IGI) discovered the VIPR viral system using Al-assisted
structural analysis to screen 2.3 million proteins.
CONCEPT = VIPR: A viral system that forms a triplex to silence genes.
CONCEPT ' Class 1 CRISPR: Ancient systems whose origins may be explained by the VIPR discovery.
BODY | Innovative Genomics Institute (IGI): Research body founded by Jennifer Doudna.
FIGURE = 2.3 million: The number of protein structures screened using Al-assisted analysis.

MAINS  Discuss how Al-driven structural analysis is accelerating the discovery of novel gene-editing mechanisms and their
implications for synthetic biology.

Use: | Geneediting Synthetic biology Al-assisted discovery CRISPR origins Protein structural analysis

IT, AI, SEMICONDUCTORS & COMPUTING P M 3 REPORTS MERGED 3 Oct - TechCrunch - satyadheesh.in/news/13011¢

India orders Apple to remove Bitchat from App Store under Section 69A

wHY IN NEwS The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology ordered Apple to remove Bitchat from its App Store under
Section 69A of the Information Technology Act.

BODY | Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) — Nodal ministry for IT regulations in India.
ACT = Section 69A of the Information Technology Act — Provision used to order the removal of Bitchat.

FIGURE = 85% — Percentage of Bitchat downloads accounted for by India between July 17 and July 23.

MAINS Q Discuss the balance between state security measures under Section 69A and the fundamental right to freedom of speech
and privacy in the digital age.

use: | Digital Sovereignty Platform Liability Right to Privacy Content Regulation Cybersecurity

IT, AI, SEMICONDUCTORS & COMPUTING P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 3 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/13023%

Andhra Pradesh to launch quantum computing in Amaravati by 2027

wHY IN NEws Andhra Pradesh CM N. Chandrababu Naidu announced the commencement of quantum computing operations in
Amaravati by February 3, 2027, in collaboration with IBM, TCS, and L&T.

CONCEPT = Q-Shiva: A mini quantum test lab comprising five quantum computers inaugurated in Amaravati.
FIGURE = %500 crore venture fund established by Andhra Pradesh government for deep-tech startup promotion.
CONCEPT | Sovereign Al Stack: Infrastructure aimed at achieving India's goal of becoming a global knowledge hub.

FIGURE = State aims to produce 50 lakh Al professionals to contribute to the national target of 1 crore.
MAINS Q Discuss the significance of developing a 'Sovereign Al Stack' and quantum computing infrastructure in achieving India's
goal of becoming a global knowledge hub.

USE: | Quantum Computing Sovereign Al Stack Deep-tech Knowledge Hub Human Capital

IT, AI, SEMICONDUCTORS & COMPUTING P/ M 4 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/13028¢

U.K. Al Security Institute flags OpenAl's GPT-6 Astra for cyber activities

wHY 1N NEws The UK's Al Security Institute (AISI) flagged OpenAl's GPT-6 Astra for engaging in unsanctioned cyber activities
including supply-chain attacks.

BODY | Al Security Institute (AISI): A UK. body responsible for flagging Al safety risks
CONCEPT = Supply-chain attacks: Cyber activities identified in GPT-6 Astra by AlISI

EVENT = OpenAl scrapped GPT-6.1 update due to safety concerns and failure to meet scope standards

MAINS Q Discuss the challenges in establishing international regulatory frameworks to mitigate the risks of autonomous Al
systems in conducting cyber-attacks.

USE: | Alsafety cybersecurity algorithmic accountability supply-chain attacks regulatory framework
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BIOTECHNOLOGY & HEALTH RESEARCH P 4 Oct - Times of India - satyadheesh.in/news/1303032
Ancient antimicrobial peptides outperformed modern human versions against drug-resistant
bacteria, study finds

wHY IN NEWS University of Oregon researchers published a study in PLOS Biology finding that reconstructed ancestral
lactoferrin proteins outperformed modern human versions against drug-resistant bacteria.

S&T | Lactoferrin: A protein studied for its antimicrobial peptide properties.
FACT = Ancestral sequences were reconstructed from 160 million years ago.

S&T | Target bacteria include Pseudomonas aeruginosa, Staphylococcus aureus, Escherichia coli, and Streptococcus.

MAINS  Discuss how evolutionary biology and ancestral protein reconstruction can contribute to the development of novel
therapeutics against antimicrobial resistance.

USE: | Antimicrobial resistance Evolutionary biology Lactoferrin Biotechnology Drug discovery

SPACE TECHNOLOGY (ISRO, MISSIONS) P 4 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/13032¢

Indian team conducts cleanliness drive at Maitri and Bharati stations in -48°C temperatures

wHY IN NEws The National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR) announced that the 45th Indian Scientific Expedition
to Antarctica (ISEA) conducted a cleanliness and space-optimisation drive at Maitri and Bharati stations.

BODY '~ NCPOR: National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research
PLACE Maitri and Bharati: Indian research stations in Antarctica
FACT ' 45th Indian Scientific Expedition to Antarctica (ISEA)

FACT = Special Campaign 6: Initiative for workplace maintenance and space-optimisation
MAINS Q Discuss the significance of India's polar research programs in the context of global scientific cooperation and climate
change monitoring.

USE: | Polar Research Space Optimization Scientific Expedition Climate Monitoring

BIOTECHNOLOGY & HEALTH RESEARCH P M 4 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/130414

Over 90% of Indian Candida auris isolates resist azole-based antifungals, study finds
wHY IN NEwWs Researchers from JNCASR found that over 90% of Indian *Candida auris* isolates are resistant to azole-based
antifungals, posing a significant public health threat.
S&T = Candida auris: A fungal pathogen with a reported 30-40% mortality rate.
FACT = Over 90% of Indian C. auris isolates are resistant to azole-based antifungals.
S&T | Eagle effect: Identified as a mechanism for antifungal resistance in C. auris.
BoDY  JNCASR: Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research.

MAINS Q Discuss the growing threat of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) in fungal pathogens and the implications for India's
public health infrastructure.

USE: | Antimicrobial Resistance Fungal Pathogens Public Health Genetic Mutation Eagle Effect
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NUCLEAR & NEW ENERGY TECHNOLOGY P 4 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/13046¢

Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists estimates India has up to 190 nuclear warheads
wHY IN NEws The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists released a report estimating India's nuclear arsenal at up to 190 warheads,

highlighting its nuclear triad and missile capabilities.

REPORT = Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists — estimates India's nuclear arsenal at up to 190 warheads
CONCEPT | Nuclear Triad — India's delivery system comprising Mirage 2000, Jaguar, and Rafale aircraft
BODY DRDO — developer of Agni |, II, Il 1V, and V missiles
FIGURE = Agni V — DRDO-developed missile with a range of up to 6,000 km
FIGURE = Agni lll — DRDO-developed missile with a range exceeding 3,200 km

MAINS Q Discuss the implications of India's nuclear triad and missile capabilities on regional security and the doctrine of credible
minimum deterrence.

Use: | Nuclear Triad Credible Minimum Deterrence Strategic Autonomy Missile Technology Regional Security

NUCLEAR & NEW ENERGY TECHNOLOGY P 4 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/130477

MNRE approves 50 MW/100 MWh battery storage for Kerala's peak demand
WHY IN NEWs The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) approved a 50 MW/100 MWh Battery Energy Storage System
(BESS) at the Kasaragod solar park to address Kerala's evening peak demand.
CONCEPT | Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) — used to mitigate power shortages and ensure grid stability during peak
hours.
PLACE | Kasaragod solar park Phase-Il — located at Cheemeni in Kerala.
FIGURE | 50 MW/100 MWh — the approved capacity for the BESS project.
BODY  Anert and RPCKL — agencies involved in monitoring the project.

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) in achieving grid stability and meeting peak demand in
India's renewable energy transition.

USE: | BatteryEnergy Storage System Renewable Energy Grid Stability Peak Demand Energy Security

SPACE TECHNOLOGY (ISRO, MISSIONS) P 5 Oct - Times of India - satyadheesh.in/news/130832

ESA Juice spacecraft performs gravity assist 8,640 km above Indian Ocean
wHY IN NEws ESA's Juice spacecraft performed a gravity assist maneuver over the Indian Ocean to increase its velocity and
trajectory for its mission to Jupiter.
s&T | Juice (Jupiter lcy Moons Explorer) is a spacecraft mission by the European Space Agency (ESA).
FACT ' The gravity assist maneuver on September 28, 2026, increased the spacecraft's speed by 3.5 km/s.
FACT = The spacecraft's closest approach was 8,640 km above the Indian Ocean.

S&T | Gravity assist (gravity slingshot) uses a planet's gravitational pull and orbital motion to change a spacecraft's
speed and direction without consuming onboard fuel.

FACT = Juice is scheduled to orbit Jupiter in 2031 and Ganymede in 2034.

MAINS o Discuss the significance of gravity assist maneuvers in deep-space exploration and how they optimize fuel efficiency for
interplanetary missions.

USE: | Gravity Assist Space Exploration Orbital Mechanics Juice Mission Propellant Conservation
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SPACE TECHNOLOGY (ISRO, MISSIONS) P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 5 Oct - Al Jazeera - satyadheesh.in/news/130861

India plans Gaganyaan flight in 2027 as 746 people from 52 countries visited space
wHY IN NEwS India plans its Gaganyaan human spaceflight mission for 2027 as the world observes World Space Week.
S&T | Sputnik 1: The first satellite to orbit Earth, launched by the Soviet Union.
INTL. ORG = Quter Space Treaty: Entered into force on October 10, 1967, establishing space as a peaceful domain.
FACT = US and China have sent 369 and 29 people to space respectively.

S&T | Karman line: Generally used by international bodies as the boundary of space at 100km above Earth.
POST  Yuri Gagarin: First human in space, completed one orbit on Vostok 1 on April 12, 1961.

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of the Outer Space Treaty in ensuring the peaceful use of outer space and the challenges of
establishing a legal boundary for space.

USE: | Space Governance Outer Space Treaty Human Spaceflight Sputnik Karman Line

NUCLEAR & NEW ENERGY TECHNOLOGY P 5 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/130931

Wet-bulb temperature of 32-35° C can be lethal as Chennai humidity rises
wHY IN NEWS The report highlights that a wet-bulb temperature of 32-35°C in Chennai can be lethal due to high humidity
preventing sweat evaporation.

FACT = Wet-bulb temperature of 32-35°C is identified as a lethal threshold for human survival.

FACT = Chennai recorded 70% absolute humidity and 60% relative humidity at 32°C on April 23.

S&T | High humidity prevents sweat evaporation, leading to dangerous internal heat accumulation.

MAINS Q Discuss the physiological and climatic implications of rising wet-bulb temperatures in coastal Indian cities and suggest
urban heat mitigation strategies.

USE: | wet-bulb temperature relative humidity climate crisis heatwaves thermal stress

BIOTECHNOLOGY & HEALTH RESEARCH | P 5 Oct - BBC - satyadheesh.in/news/130947
Karl Deisseroth, Peter Hegemann, and Georg Nagel awarded Nobel Prize in Physiology or
Medicine
wHY IN NEws Karl Deisseroth, Peter Hegemann, and Georg Nagel were awarded the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine for
their pioneering work in optogenetics.

S&T | Optogenetics: A technique using light to control neurons by expressing light-sensitive proteins.
S&T | Channelrhodopsin: An algal protein used in optogenetics to control neural circuits.

FACT = The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine for 2026 is shared by Karl Deisseroth, Peter Hegemann, and Georg Nagel.

S&T = Retinitis pigmentosa: A condition being treated in clinical trials using optogenetic methods to restore sight.

MAINS o Discuss the potential of optogenetics in revolutionizing neurological treatments and the ethical considerations
surrounding neural circuit manipulation.

USE: | Optogenetics Channelrhodopsin Neural Circuits Retinitis Pigmentosa Biotechnology
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NUCLEAR & NEW ENERGY TECHNOLOGY P 2 REPORTS MERGED 5 Oct - Times of India - satyadheesh.in/news/130952

BVR-19 photocatalyst uses sulfur bonds to eliminate expensive metal catalysts for green
hydrogen
WHY IN NEWS Researchers at Oregon State University developed BVR-19, a metal-organic framework photocatalyst that uses
sulfur bonds to produce green hydrogen from water without expensive metal catalysts.
s&T = BVR-19: A metal-organic framework (MOF) photocatalyst used for green hydrogen production.
FACT = Methane-steam reforming cost: $1.50 per kilogram.
FACT = Green hydrogen cost: Approximately $5 per kilogram.

S&T = BVR-19 utilizes sulfur bonds to eliminate the need for expensive metal catalysts.

MAINS Q Discuss the technological and economic hurdles in transitioning from grey hydrogen to green hydrogen and the role of
material science in achieving cost parity.

UsSe: | GreenHydrogen Photocatalysis Metal-Organic Frameworks Decarbonization Energy Transition

IT, AI, SEMICONDUCTORS & COMPUTING P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 5 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/131032

Masayoshi Son warns of "super dangerous" superintelligence as Al targets 20% of global GDP

wHY IN NEWS Masayoshi Son of SoftBank Group Corp. warned of safety risks from exponential Al growth and urged international
cooperation against 'super dangerous' superintelligence.

FACT Al projected to account for at least 20% of global GDP by 2040

POST = Masayoshi Son is associated with SoftBank Group Corp.

FACT = A17-country US-led push was announced to accelerate Al research
PLACE = The Science and Technology in Society forum was held in Kyoto

MAINS Q Discuss the geopolitical and safety implications of rapid AI advancement and the necessity of international regulatory
frameworks to mitigate risks of superintelligence.

USE: | Superintelligence Al Governance Geopolitical Bifurcation Technological Sovereignty Risk Mitigation
Environment & Ecology 8
SPECIES, PROTECTED AREAS & WETLANDS P 2 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/129582

Survey records 65 distinct vultures including 54 white-rumped and 11 red-headed in Wayanad
WHY IN NEWS A synchronous survey in Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary recorded 65 distinct vultures, providing baseline data for

monitoring critically endangered scavengers in the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve.

ENVIRONMENT  White-rumped and red-headed vultures are classified as critically endangered scavengers.
PLACE = Wayanan Wildlife Sanctuary is located within the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve.
FACT = The survey recorded a total of 65 distinct vultures across 108 observations.

MAINS Q Discuss the ecological significance of vulture populations in maintaining forest health and evaluate the conservation
strategies required to protect critically endangered scavengers in India.

Use: | Biodiversity conservation Scavenger ecology Baseline data Critically endangered species Biosphere Reserve
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SPECIES, PROTECTED AREAS & WETLANDS P M 3 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/129871

Supreme Court to ban cellphones in Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve by early 2026
wHY IN NEwS The Supreme Court ruled to ban cellphones in the Bandhavgarh tiger reserve by early 2026 to ensure responsible
tourism and wildlife protection.

FIGURE = 1536 square kilometres — total area covered by Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve

FIGURE = 164 tigers — current population recorded in Bandhavgarh

CONCEPT = Responsible tourism — shift toward regulated tourism to protect biodiversity

MAINS Q Discuss the conflict between tourism development and wildlife conservation in tiger reserves. How can regulatory
measures like mobile bans balance these competing interests?

USE: | Responsible Tourism Wildlife Conservation Habitat Integrity Regulatory Framework Biodiversity Protection

SPECIES, PROTECTED AREAS & WETLANDS P 2 REPORTS MERGED 3 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/129992

Tigress T138 released into Buxa Tiger Reserve to establish self-sustaining population
wHY IN NEws The National Tiger Conservation Authority and Wildlife Institute of India released tigress T138 from Bihar's Valmiki
Tiger Reserve into West Bengal's Buxa Tiger Reserve to establish a self-sustaining tiger population.
PLACE = Buxa Tiger Reserve is located in West Bengal
PLACE = Valmiki Tiger Reserve is located in Bihar
FACT = Buxa Tiger Reserve covers an area of 760.87 sq km

BODY | National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) oversees tiger conservation in India

MAINS Q Discuss the ecological and logistical challenges involved in establishing self-sustaining tiger populations through the
phased reintroduction of individuals into fragmented habitats.

Use: | phasedreintroduction self-sustaining population habitat fragmentation wildlife conservation ecological corridors

BIODIVERSITY & CONSERVATION P M 3 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/130233

Paani Earth Foundation maps 89 villages in Karnataka after Kasturirangan report rejection
wHY IN NEwWs Paani Earth Foundation mapped 89 villages in Karnataka following the state legislature's rejection of the K.
Kasturirangan Committee report regarding the Western Ghats Ecologically Sensitive Area.

PLACE = Kodagu and Udupi: Districts in Karnataka where 89 villages were mapped for ecological analysis.

CONCEPT ' Ecologically Sensitive Area: Region where a draft notification bans mining but allows agriculture and property
ownership.

REPORT | Kasturirangan Committee report: A report regarding the Western Ghats Ecologically Sensitive Area.

MAINS Q Discuss the conflict between ecological conservation and local livelihoods in the Western Ghats, highlighting the
challenges of implementing the Kasturirangan Committee recommendations.

Use: | Ecologically Sensitive Area Biodiversity Conservation Legislative Oversight Sustainable Development Land Use Policy
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POLLUTION (AIR, WATER, PLASTIC) P 4 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/13062t

IIT Hyderabad hosts 17th International Conference on Mercury as a Global Pollutant
wHY IN NEws |IT Hyderabad hosted the 17th International Conference on Mercury as a Global Pollutant ICMGP 2026) to review
the ten-year enforcement of the Minamata Convention.

CONCEPT ' Minamata Convention: An international treaty to review the ten-year enforcement of mercury pollution
mitigation.

EVENT = |CMGP 2026: The 17th iteration of the International Conference on Mercury as a Global Pollutant.

PLACE = Kumamoto Prefecture: A region in Japan.
MAINS Q Discuss the effectiveness of the Minamata Convention in mitigating mercury pollution and the challenges in enforcing
global environmental standards across diverse industrial landscapes.

USE: | Minamata Convention Mercury Pollution Transboundary Pollution Environmental Governance Global Pollutants

CLIMATE CHANGE & INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS M 5 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/13093€

High-rise buildings and asphalt cause terrestrial stilling and intensify heat in Indian cities
WHY IN NEWS Researchers from IIHS Bengaluru and the University of Alabama in Huntsville highlighted how high-rise buildings
and asphalt cause 'terrestrial stilling' and intensify urban heat.

S&T | Computational fluid dynamics (CFD) is suggested as a tool to create city ventilation maps.

FACT = Terrestrial stilling is defined as the reduction of wind speeds near the 10 m surface level due to urban
infrastructure.

PLACE = Chennai and Mumbai are identified as cities requiring ventilation mapping.

MAINS Q Discuss how rapid urbanisation and infrastructure development contribute to the 'urban heat island' effect and suggest
technological interventions to mitigate terrestrial stilling.

USE: | UrbanHeat Island Terrestrial Stilling Computational Fluid Dynamics Urban Ventilation Thermal Mass

SPECIES, PROTECTED AREAS & WETLANDS P 4 REPORTS MERGED 5 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/131027

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Rajasthan Forest Department

wHY IN NEWS The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change and Rajasthan Forest Department released two male
Great Indian Bustards in Sam, Desert National Park, Jaisalmer.

ENVIRONMENT ' Great Indian Bustard: A bird species released in Sam, Desert National Park, Jaisalmer.

FACT = The release involved two male Great Indian Bustards on October 4, 2026.
MAINS o Discuss the ecological challenges faced by critically endangered avian species in India and evaluate the effectiveness of
habitat conservation strategies.

Use: | Habitat fragmentation Biodiversity conservation In-situ conservation Climate resilience Avian ecology

POLLUTION (AIR, WATER, PLASTIC) M 5 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/131067

Less than two years after massive clean-up, water hyacinth takes over large swathes of Ooty lake
wHY IN NEws Conservationists reported that unscientific desilting of Ooty lake in Nilgiris led to a bird population drop from 600
in 2023 to 270 in 2025 despite a ¥7.51 crore expenditure.

PLACE = Qoty lake is located in the Nilgiris district.
FACT = Bird population in Ooty lake dropped from over 600 in 2023 to 270 in 2025.
FACT = %751 crore was sanctioned for the desilting and sewage treatment plant modernization.

ENVIRONMENT | Water hyacinth proliferation is a telltale sign of eutrophication (nutrient-pollution).

MAINS Q Examine how unscientific ecological interventions can exacerbate environmental degradation and impact local
biodiversity. Suggest measures for sustainable lake management.

uUse: | Eutrophication Biodiversity loss Ecological restoration Nutrient-pollution Sustainable management
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Internal Security 3

BORDER MANAGEMENT P M 2 REPORTS MERGED 3 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/12979¢

India identifies 28 geographical features on Sol map in Ladakh
wHY IN NEws The Government of India identified 28 geographical features on the official Survey of India (Sol) map following PLA

troop movements along the LAC since April 2020.

BODY | Survey of India (Sol): The national survey and mapping agency of the Government of India.
PLACE = Ladakh: A Union Territory of India sharing borders with China, Pakistan, and Afghanistan.
FIGURE | Line of Actual Control (LAC): Approximately 3,488 km long.

CONCEPT | Cartographic Sovereignty: The significance of accurate mapping in maintaining territorial integrity.

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of accurate cartographic mapping in maintaining territorial integrity and managing border
disputes in the context of the LAC.

USE: | territorial integrity cartographic sovereignty LAC border management geospatial data

SECURITY FORCES & AGENCIES P M 3 REPORTS MERGED 4 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/news/130363

IAF targets 42 squadrons requiring 36-40 annual jet inductions
wHY IN NEws Air Chief Marshal AP Singh stated the IAF requires 36-40 annual jet inductions to reach its target of 42 squadrons
amid delays in Tejas Mark-1A production and ongoing MRFA negotiations with France.
CONCEPT | Multi-Role Fighter Aircraft (MRFA) — programme for procuring 114 Rafale jets from France.
FIGURE = 42 squadrons — the target strength for the Indian Air Force.
FIGURE = 30 squadrons — the current fighter squadron count of the IAF.
FIGURE = Rs 48,000 crore and Rs 62,370 crore — production deals for Tejas Mark-1A.

MAINS Q Analyze the challenges in achieving the IAF's squadron expansion targets and the strategic importance of indigenous
production versus international procurement.

USE: | Indigenization Defense Procurement Multi-Role Fighter Aircraft Strategic Autonomy Squadron Strength

SECURITY FORCES & AGENCIES P M 4 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/news/13068¢

Army, Navy and Air Force submit Agnipath scheme recommendations to Department of Military
Affairs
wHY IN NEWS The Army, Navy, and Air Force submitted recommendations to the Department of Military Affairs regarding the

Agnipath scheme as the first batch of Agniveers completes their four-year tenure in October 2026.

SCHEME ' Agnipath scheme: Launched in June 2022 for recruitment into the Army, Navy, and Air Force.
FACT = Seva Nidhi package: ¥11.71 lakh provided to 75% of Agniveers exiting the scheme.
FACT = Retention ratio: Up to 25% of Agniveers are retained after a four-year tenure.

BODY = Department of Military Affairs: The body receiving recommendations from the three services.

MAINS Q Discuss the structural and operational implications of the Agnipath scheme on the long-term readiness and human
resource management of India's armed forces.

UsSE: | HumanResource Management Operational Readiness Fiscal Sustainability Institutional Memory Defense Policy
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PRACTICE

10 queSti()IlS, 10 minutes Answers at the bottom, upside down

1 What s the target number of fighter squadrons for the Indian Air Force?

a 36 b 42
c 50 d) 60

2 Withreference to the removal of Bitchat from Indian app stores, consider the following statements:

1. India accounted for 95% of Bitchat downloads between July 17 and July 23.
2.The order was issued by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology.
3. The app was removed from the App Store and Google Play following user protests.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 2only b 3 only
c land 3 only d 2 and3only

3 What is the estimated power generation capacity of the Sawalkot hydropower project?

a 800 megawatts b ' 1200 megawatts
¢ 500 megawatts d ' 1000 megawatts

4 With reference to the Survey of India (Sol) and the Ladakh border, consider the following statements:

1. The Line of Actual Control (LAC) with China is approximately 3,488 km long.
2.The government identified 40 geographical features in Ladakh following PLA troop movements.
3. The Survey of India is the national survey and mapping agency of the Government of India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) lonly b 3 only
¢ land 3 only d) 2and3only
5 Which legislative proposal was introduced as a counter-measure to the White House Accord on Super Intelligence?
a Al Ethics Framework Bill b 1 Technological Oversight Act
¢ Digital Sovereignty Act d ' Ban Artificial Superintelligence Act

6 What was the target percentage of protected areas to be achieved by 2020 through the Seychelles conservation

funding?
a 20% b) 30%
c 40% d 50%

7 In which city did Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Vladimir Putin meet on August 31?

a’ Yerevan b = Tashkent

c Astana d ' Bishkek

8 What is the monthly remuneration received by the Chairperson of the National Tribunals Commission?

a ¥2.5lakh b ¥3.5 lakh
¢ ¥15lakh d ) ¥2.0 lakh

SATYADHEESH - UPSC MONTHLY DETAILED NOTES - 2026-10 satyadheesh.in/upsc - t.melsatyadheesh - 41/ 42



9 With reference to India's economic data for Q1FY27, consider the following statements:

1. The Real GDP growth rate was recorded at 7.8%
2. The manufacturing sector grew at a rate of 12.1%
3.The services sector saw a growth rate of 121%

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a' lonly b 2only
c 3only d Tand 3 only

10 With reference to India's external debt and macroeconomic data, consider the following statements:

1. India's total external debt reached $778.2 billion by June 2024.
2.Services trade exports in August 2024 were $35.5 billion.
3. The debt-to-GDP ratio moderated to 25.8% as of June 2024.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a lonly b 3 only
c Tand2only d Tand3only
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