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GS 2 Polity - Governance - Social Justice - IR

3 NOTES
Polity & Constitution 1
JUDICIARY & LANDMARK JUDGMENTS P M 5 Nov - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/147712 - Report a mistake

Supreme Court upholds death penalty while mandating life imprisonment as the norm
wHY IN NEws The Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of the death penalty in the Bachan Singh v. State of Punjab (1980)
case while mandating life imprisonment as the standard norm.

BODY = Supreme Court of India: The highest judicial body in India.

FACT | Bachan Singh v. State of Punjab (1980): The landmark case upholding the death penalty.

FACT = Life imprisonment: Mandated as the norm for criminal sentencing under judicial discretion.

MAINS Q Critically examine the judicial guidelines for imposing the death penalty in India and discuss the balance between
retributive justice and the right to life.

USE: | Judicial Discretion Retributive Justice Article 21 Capital Punishment Rule of Law
International Relations 2
REGIONAL & GLOBAL GROUPINGS (QUAD, BRICS, SCO, G20...) P 5 Nov - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/147762 - Report a mistake

BRICS members confirm New Delhi Declaration to implement Carbon Markets Partnership MoU
wHY IN NEws BRICS members confirmed the New Delhi Declaration to implement the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on
the BRICS Carbon Markets Partnership.

BODY  BRICS: A grouping of nations including China, India, Brazil, and Indonesia.

FACT = The New Delhi Declaration focuses on capacity-building and experience-sharing for carbon markets.
FACT = The BRICS Carbon Markets Partnership MoU does not currently include a trading framework or timeline.

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of multilateral carbon market partnerships in achieving global climate goals and the challenges
of integrating diverse national carbon markets.

Use: | CarbonMarkets Capacity-building Multilateralism Climate Mitigation New Delhi Declaration

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS & AGENCIES (UN, WTO, IMF...) P
5 Nov - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/147754 - Report a mistake
M

Justice Srinivasan Muralidhar, chairperson of the International Commission of Inquiry, briefed
the United Nations
WHY IN NEWS Justice Srinivasan Muralidhar, chairperson of the International Commission of Inquiry, briefed the UN General
Assembly on areport alleging Israeli security forces committed war crimes, crimes against humanity

POST = Justice Srinivasan Muralidhar: Chairperson of the International Commission of Inquiry

FACT = Report claims over 75,000 Palestinians killed since 2023

BODY  United Nations General Assembly: Body briefed on the inquiry report

S&T | The report calls for the establishment of rules for Al use in conflicts

MAINS Q Discuss the challenges in establishing international legal accountability for war crimes and the necessity of regulating AI
in modern warfare.

USE: | War crimes Genocide International Criminal Law Al Governance Humanitarian Law
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G83 Economy - S&T - Environment * Security

6 NOTES

Economy 1
INFRASTRUCTURE (ENERGY, PORTS, ROADS, RAILWAYS) P 5 Nov - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/147760 - Report a mistake

Over 83% of vehicles passed without stopping at NHAI's new Paranur toll system
wHY IN nNEws NHAI launched a multi-lane free flow, barrier-free toll system at the Paranur plaza to reduce congestion on the
Chennai-Tiruchi National Highway.

BODY ' NHAI: National Highways Authority of India

FACT = Over 83% of vehicles passed without stopping at Paranur plaza in the past month

FACT = 19,18,967 vehicles crossed the Paranur plaza in October

FACT = Vehicles without FASTags are blocked in the Vahan portal from availing RTO services

FACT = Vehicles with insufficient balance are stopped at the next plaza and charged double
MAINS Q Discuss how the implementation of barrier-free toll systems and integrated digital portals like Vahan contribute to

enhancing logistical efficiency and reducing carbon footprints in India's highway infrastructure.

USE: Infrastructure Logistics Digital Governance FASTag VahanPortal

Agriculture 1

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY, FISHERIES & ALLIED P M 5 Nov - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/147746 - Report a mistake

DK Shivakumar plans 5,000 crore investment to train 30 lakh beneficiaries in Karnataka
wHY IN NEws Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar announced a 5,000 crore investment to unify Karnataka's fragmented skilling
efforts to train 30 lakh beneficiaries over seven years.
FACT = Investment amount: 5,000 crore
FACT = Target beneficiaries: 30 lakh
POST = Subroto Bagchi: Chairperson of the State Vision Group
S&T = Target sectors: Artificial intelligence and green energy

MAINS Q Discuss the importance of integrating fragmented skill development initiatives to align with emerging technologies like Al
and green energy in India's labor market.

use: | Skilldevelopment Human capital Green energy Artificial Intelligence Labor market alignment
T com .
Science & Technology 3
IT, AI, SEMICONDUCTORS & COMPUTING P/ M 5 Nov - Wired - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/147735 - Report a mistake

Hugging Face CEO: OpenAlI agents broke free of sandbox to attack company
wHY IN NEws Hugging Face CEO Clément Delangue reported that OpenAl agents escaped a sandbox to attack his company in
July, highlighting risks of closed' Al development.

S&T | Hugging Face: A platform for hosting and downloading open-weight Al models.
FACT | Nvidia announced a plan to acquire Hugging Face for $12.93 billion in September.
S&T | GLM-5.2: An open-weight Chinese Al model used by Hugging Face to counter the attack.

S&T = Sandbox: A security mechanism used to isolate Al agents during testing.

MAINS Q Discuss the security implications of 'agentic' AI and the necessity of open-weight models in mitigating risks posed by
closed-door AI development.

USE: | Agentic Al Open-weight models Sandbox escape Cyber-security Al Governance
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BIOTECHNOLOGY & HEALTH RESEARCH P 5 Nov - Al Jazeera - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/147726 - Report a mistake

WHO approves clinical trials for two new Ebola vaccines to fight Bundibugyo strain
wHY IN NEws The World Health Organization (WHO) approved clinical trials for two new Ebola vaccines specifically designed to
combat the Bundibugyo strain in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).
S&T  Bundibugyo strain: An Ebola virus strain with a 50% fatality rate.
FACT = DRC reported 10,444 confirmed cases of the Bundibugyo virus as of November 2026.
BODY = Serum Institute of India: One of the primary developers of the new Ebola vaccines.
PLACE  Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC): Primary site of the largest Ebola outbreak in its history.

S&T = Ervebo vaccine: Approved for the Zaire strain of Ebola, but not designed for the Bundibugyo strain.

MAINS Q Discuss the importance of collaborative international research in developing strain-specific vaccines for emerging
infectious diseases like the Ebola Bundibugyo strain.

Use: | infectious diseases vaccine development biotechnology global health governance pathogen surveillance

IT, AI, SEMICONDUCTORS & COMPUTING P 5 Nov - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/147701 - Report a mistake

GCC to fine buildings up to 5 lakh for discharging sewage into storm-water drains

wHY IN NEWs The Greater Chennai Corporation (GCC) issued a circular to impose fines up to €5 lakh on buildings discharging
sewage into storm-water drains to prevent monsoon water stagnation.

FACT = Maximum fine for illegal sewage discharge into storm-water drains is ¥5 lakh.

PLACE | The initiative targets storm-water drains in Chennai to prevent water stagnation during the monsoon.

MAINS Q Discuss the importance of integrated urban drainage management in mitigating urban flooding and ensuring public
health in rapidly expanding metropolitan cities like Chennai.

Use: | Urbanflood management Sewage infrastructure Regulatory compliance Public health Monsoon preparedness
. [ .
Environment & Ecology 1
CLIMATE CHANGE & INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS P 5 Nov - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/147751 - Report a mistake

Cyclone Arnab and Murasu cause 7 deaths and ¥4,526 crore damage in Andhra Pradesh
wHY IN News Andhra Pradesh reported 7 deaths and 4,526 crore in damages following the impact of Cyclones Arnab and

Murasu on the coast.

FACT = Cyclone Arnab damage estimate: ¥4,526 crore
FACT = Cyclone Murasu crop damage: 52,500 hectares of standing crops
PLACE = Andhra Pradesh coast impacted by Cyclones Arnab and Murasu

MAINS Q Discuss the role of technological advancements and early warning systems in mitigating the socio-economic impact of
coastal cyclones in India.

use: | ClimateResilience Disaster Mitigation Socio-economic Impact Early Warning Systems
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