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GS 2 Polity - Governance - Social Justice - IR

13 NOTES
Polity & Constitution 4
ELECTIONS, ECI & ELECTORAL REFORMS P M 13 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135180 - Report a mistake

ECI deletes 13.3 crore voters amid Supreme Court notes on procedural issues
wHY IN NEws The Election Commission of India (ECI) deleted approximately 13.3 crore voters during a special intensive revision
(SIR) starting in June 2025, drawing scrutiny from the Supreme Court over procedural flaws.

BODY | ECI: The body responsible for conducting special intensive revisions (SIR) of electoral rolls.

FACT = 13.3 crore: Total number of voters deleted by the ECI during the three-phase SIR.

FACT = 9.5 crore: Number of voters deleted specifically under the ‘absent, shifted and others' category.

maIns o Critically analyze the procedural safeguards required in the revision of electoral rolls to ensure the integrity of the
democratic process and prevent the disenfranchisement of eligible voters.

USE: | Electoralintegrity Disenfranchisement Procedural Transparency Audit Trail Right to Suffrage

ELECTIONS, ECI & ELECTORAL REFORMS P 3 REPORTS MERGED 13 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135347 - Report a mistake

West Bengal launches special drive to include 58 lakh voters in electoral rolls
wHY IN NEwS The West Bengal Chief Electoral Officer launched a special drive across 24 districts to update electoral rolls and
include 58 lakh eligible voters following Election Commission of India instructions.

BODY Election Commission of India (ECI) provides instructions for electoral roll maintenance.

FACT = West Bengal identified 58 lakh ASDD voters for inclusion/correction.

FACT = The ASDD category includes 24.16 lakh deceased and 32.65 lakh shifted/absent voters.

FACT = Form 6 is the application used for including voters in the electoral rolls.

MAINS Q Discuss the importance of maintaining accurate electoral rolls in ensuring the integrity of the democratic process in
India.

Use: | Electoralintegrity Universal Adult Franchise Voter Awareness Administrative Decentralization Democracy

EXECUTIVE (PRESIDENT, PM, GOVERNOR, CM) P 3 REPORTS MERGED 13 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135230 - Report a mistake
President Droupadi Murmu appoints 74-year-old Ayurvedic doctor Dhal Singh Bisen as
Uttarakhand Governor

WHY IN NEWS President Droupadi Murmu appointed Dhal Singh Bisen, a former MP and Ayurvedic doctor, as the Governor of
Uttarakhand.

POST  Dhal Singh Bisen: Appointed as the Governor of Uttarakhand
FACT = Dhal Singh Bisen recorded 99 per cent attendance during his parliamentary tenure
PLACE = Lok Bhavan: The official residence of the Governor of Uttarakhand

MAINS o Discuss the constitutional role and discretionary powers of the Governor in the Indian federal structure.

usg: | Constitutional Head Federalism Executive Powers Discretionary Authority
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CONSTITUTION, AMENDMENTS & BASIC STRUCTURE P M
13 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135338 - Report a mistake

2 REPORTS MERGED

Karnataka High Court strikes down SC reservation hike to 17% and ST to 7%
wHY IN NEws The Karnataka High Court struck down the state government's move to increase Scheduled Caste (SC)
reservation to 17% and Scheduled Tribe (ST) reservation to 7%.
FACT = The Karnataka High Court struck down the increase of SC reservation to 17%.
FACT = The Karnataka High Court struck down the increase of ST reservation to 7%.
PLACE = The judgment was delivered by the Karnataka High Court on October 13, 2026.

MAINS o Critically analyze the constitutional validity of state governments exceeding the 50% reservation ceiling and the role of
the Ninth Schedule in protecting such provisions.

Usg: | Judicial Review Reservation Policy Ninth Schedule Social Justice Constitutional Validity

Governance 1

E-GOVERNANCE & CITIZEN SERVICES P 13 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135178 - Report a mistake

Kerala to launch dedicated websites for over 1,200 local bodies
wHY IN NEws Kerala Minister for Local Self-government K.M. Shaji announced the ‘One website for one local body’ programme to
provide dedicated websites for over 1,200 local bodies.
CONCEPT = One website for one local body — initiative to provide dedicated websites for over 1,200 local bodies in Kerala
CONCEPT = K-SMART — a digital service platform integrated into local body websites
CONCEPT ' QR code-based feedback system — introduced to improve transparency

FIGURE = 1,200+ local bodies — total bodies covered including grama panchayats, block panchayats, district panchayats,
municipalities, and Municipal Corporations

MAINS  Discuss how the integration of digital platforms like K-SMART can enhance the principle of 'subsidiarity' and
transparency in local self-government in India.

Use: | e-Governance Transparency Local Self-Government Digital India Citizen Engagement

International Relations 8

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P M 13 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135337 - Report a mistake

Genuinely Special': UK Trade Minister Jonathan Reynolds On Bond With Piyush Goyal
wHy IN News UK Secretary of State for Business, Innovation, Science and Trade Jonathan Reynolds announced that the India-UK

Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) came into force on July 15, 2026.

FACT = India-UK CETA came into force on July 15,2026

FACT = CETA covers sectors including vehicles, whisky, salmon, services, jewellery, leather goods, agriculture, food, and
defence

POST = Jonathan Reynolds: UK Secretary of State for Business, Innovation, Science and Trade

MAINS Q Discuss how the India-UK Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) can serve as a catalyst for India's
manufacturing and service export ambitions.

Use: | TradelLiberalization Bilateral Cooperation Export Promotion Economic Integration Strategic Partnership
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REGIONAL & GLOBAL GROUPINGS (QUAD, BRICS, SCO, G20...) P
13 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135263 - Report a mistake
M

Amit Shah proposes common protocol and national security database for BIMSTEC nations

wHY IN NEWS Union Home Minister Amit Shah proposed a common protocol and a national security database for BIMSTEC
nations to share real-time intelligence against terrorism and organized crime.

FACT = BIMSTEC member nations include Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Thailand

POST Amit Shah: Union Home Minister of India

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of regional security cooperation through BIMSTEC in addressing non-traditional security threats
like cyber slavery and narco-trade in the Bay of Bengal region.

USE: | non-traditional security transnational crime intelligence sharing regional cooperation cyber slavery

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P 13 Oct - BBC - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135096 - Report a mistake

Trump announces Russia and Ukraine energy infrastructure ceasefire
wHY IN NEws Donald Trump announced that Russia and Ukraine agreed to an immediate ceasefire regarding energy
infrastructure, a move reported by the Kremlin and contested by Ukrainian leadership.

CONCEPT ' Energy infrastructure ceasefire — a specific agreement to halt attacks on energy-related assets.

PERSON — Dmitry Peskov — Kremlin spokesperson who confirmed ongoing contacts between nations.

PERSON = Sergei Lavrov — Russian official who stated Ukraine does not deserve a respite.

MAINS Q Analyze the implications of infrastructure-specific ceasefires on the broader geopolitical dynamics and energy security of
the Russia-Ukraine conflict.

USE: | Geopolitics Energy Security Diplomatic Mediation Infrastructure Protection

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P 13 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135335 - Report a mistake

UK won't be place to evade justice in India extradition efforts for Nirav Modi
wHY IN nNews UK Secretary of State Jonathan Reynolds stated that the UK would not be a haven for evading justice regarding
India's extradition efforts for Nirav Modi and Vijay Mallya.

FACT = The British Indian community consists of 1.9 million members.

FACT = Indiais the single biggest recipient of UK visas.

POST = Jonathan Reynolds serves as the UK Secretary of State for Business, Innovation, Science and Trade.

PLACE = The extradition efforts involve fugitives Nirav Modi and Vijay Mallya.

MAINS  Discuss how bilateral cooperation in home affairs and extradition treaties can strengthen the strategic partnership
between India and the United Kingdom.

usg: | Extradition Bilateral Cooperation Home Affairs Transnational Crime Strategic Partnership

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P 13 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135316 - Report a mistake

Jonathan Reynolds, UK Business Secretary, praised India's democratic system and rule of law
wHY IN NEws UK Business Secretary Jonathan Reynolds praised India's democratic system and rule of law during a visit to New
Delhi to discuss expanding the India-UK FTA.

POST = Jonathan Reynolds: UK Business Secretary
FACT = India-UK FTA: Economic partnership aimed at boosting exports of vehicles, whisky, and salmon

PLACE = New Delhi: Location of the diplomatic visit and interview

MAINS o Discuss the significance of the India-UK Free Trade Agreement in strengthening bilateral economic ties and its
implications for India's export-led growth.

Use: | FreeTrade Agreement Economic Partnership Export Promotion Bilateral Relations Rule of Law
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INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P M 13 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135291 - Report a mistake

Tamil Nadu demands Karnataka clear 15.02 tmc ft Cauvery water backlog

wHY IN NEWs The Supreme Court reserved an order on Tamil Nadu's application demanding that Karnataka clear a15.02 tmc ft
Cauvery water backlog caused by a 30% rainfall deficit.

FACT = Tamil Nadu demanded a 15.02 tmc ft backlog clearance from Karnataka.

FACT = Karnataka reported a 54% reservoir inflow deficit.

FACT = The Cauvery Water Regulation Committee reported 45.849 tmc ft realized against a 57.568 tmc ft requirement.
MAINS Q Discuss the challenges in inter-state water sharing and the role of judicial intervention in resolving riparian disputes in
India.

USE: | inter-state water dispute riparianrights judicial activism water scarcity federalism

POLICIES OF OTHER COUNTRIES AFFECTING INDIA P M 13 Oct - Times of India - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135126 - Report a mistake

Trump administration suspends PERM filings for 8 major tech firms
wHY IN NEWS The Donald Trump administration announced an unprecedented crackdown on Green Card applications for eight

major tech firms by suspending PERM filings.

CONCEPT | PERM (Program Electronic Review Management) — The system used for labor certification in Green Card
applications.

BODY  Targeted firms — Microsoft, Adobe, TCS, Cognizant, Wipro, HCL, Infosys, and Capgemini.
MAINS Q Discuss the implications of restrictive US immigration policies on the Indian IT services sector and the socio-economic
mobility of Indian professionals abroad.

Usg: | Labor Certification Socio-economic mobility Immigration Policy IT Outsourcing Bilateral Relations

INDIA'S BILATERAL RELATIONS P 13 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135118 - Report a mistake

Bangladesh delegation requests removal of DGFT port restrictions and anti-dumping duties
wHY IN NEws A Bangladesh delegation led by Ayesha Akhter met the Bangladesh-India Joint Working Group (JWG) on Trade in
New Delhi to request the removal of DGFT port restrictions and anti-dumping duties.

CONCEPT = Anti-dumping duties — requested removal by Bangladesh specifically for jute and PET film

CONCEPT ' Border hats — proposed by India to facilitate trade

BODY | Bangladesh-India Joint Working Group (JWG) on Trade — the forum for bilateral trade discussions
PLACE = New Delhi — location of the trade meeting

MAINS Q Discuss the significance of bilateral trade mechanisms and border trade facilitation in strengthening India's economic ties
with its neighbours.

Usg: | bilateral trade anti-dumping duties trade facilitation regional integration DGFT
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G83 Economy - S&T - Environment * Security

16 NOTES

Economy 8
MONETARY POLICY, RBI & BANKING P 2 REPORTS MERGED 13 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135339 - Report a mistake

NPCI to implement MDR on select person-to-merchant UPI transactions post-Diwali
wHY IN NEws The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) announced the implementation of Merchant Discount Rate
(MDR) on select person-to-merchant UPI transactions post-Diwali.

BobY  NPCI: National Payments Corporation of India

FACT = MDR of 0.4% allowed for UPI transactions above ¥2,000

POST = Sanjay Malhotra: Governor of the Reserve Bank of India

MAINS Q Discuss the implications of introducing Merchant Discount Rates (MDR) on UPI transactions for the growth of the digital
payment ecosystem in India.

USE: | Digital Public Infrastructure Monetization Payment Interoperability Financial Inclusion Transaction Costs

MONETARY POLICY, RBI & BANKING P 13 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135359 - Report a mistake

RBI extends derivative transaction curbs to support rupee against high oil prices
wHY IN NEWs The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) extended derivative transaction curbs and widened foreign-exchange risk reserve
scopes to stabilize the rupee against high oil prices and capital outflows.

FACT = The rupee reached 95.01 per dollar on Tuesday following a 0.8 per cent rise

FACT = The rupee gained 1 per cent on Monday before the Tuesday rise

S&T = Derivative transaction curbs: Regulatory measures to manage currency risk and volatility

MAINS Q Analyze the effectiveness of monetary interventions and derivative curbs in managing currency volatility amidst global
commodity price shocks.

USE: | Monetary Policy Currency Volatility Capital Outflows Exchange Rate Management Derivative Curbs

EMPLOYMENT & INCLUSIVE GROWTH P M 13 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135194 - Report a mistake

Budget 2026-27 to train 1.5 lakh caregivers for aging population
WwHY IN NEws Budget 2026-27 announced a plan to train 1.5 lakh caregivers to address the growing needs of India's aging
population, which is projected to reach 347 million by 2050.
FIGURE | 347 million — Projected number of India's 60-plus population by 2050
CONCEPT | National Skills Qualifications Framework — Framework used to align caregiver training
BODY  National Caregiver Council — Body to supervise skill development and standardize curricula

REPORT | Reimagining Care: Strategies for Empowering Caregivers in Viksit Bharat@2047 — NITI Aayog report

MAINS Q Discuss the economic and social implications of India's rapidly aging population and the necessity of formalizing the
caregiving sector as a viable employment opportunity.

use: | Demographic dividend Geriatric care Skill formalization Dependency ratio Viksit Bharat@2047

SATYADHEESH - UPSC DAILY DETAILED NOTES - 2026-10-13 satyadheesh.in/upsc - t.melsatyadheesh - 6/ 12


https://satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135339
mailto:contact@satyadheesh.in?subject=Correction%3A%20UPSC%20note%20135339
https://satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135359
mailto:contact@satyadheesh.in?subject=Correction%3A%20UPSC%20note%20135359
https://satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135194
mailto:contact@satyadheesh.in?subject=Correction%3A%20UPSC%20note%20135194

MONETARY POLICY, RBI & BANKING P M 13 Oct - Economic Times - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135168 - Report a mistake

RBI allows non-deliverable rupee derivatives for hedging with 20% cash reserve
wHY IN NEWS The RBI announced that banks and primary dealers can now offer non-deliverable rupee derivatives only for
hedging purposes, requiring a 20% daily cash reserve.
CONCEPT ' Non-deliverable derivative contracts are settled in cash, typically in dollars, without physical rupee exchange.
FIGURE = Authorised dealers must maintain a 20% daily cash reserve of the notional amount for rupee currency contracts.

BODY  RBI regulates the offering of non-deliverable rupee derivatives by banks and primary dealers.

MAINS @ Examine the role of non-deliverable derivatives and central bank reserve requirements in managing currency volatility
and capital outflows in an emerging economy.

USE: | Monetary Policy Currency Hedging Non-deliverable Derivatives Capital Outflow Foreign Exchange Risk

MONETARY POLICY, RBI & BANKING P 13 Oct - Economic Times - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135159 - Report a mistake

RBI intervenes in forex market to stabilize rupee against dollar
wHY IN NEwS The RBlintervened in the forex market to prevent the Indian rupee from breaching the 96 level against the US
dollar amid a 7% annual depreciation.
CONCEPT = Rupee depreciation: 7% annual rate as of October 2026
FIGURE = US Treasury yields: Above 5.2% cited as a factor for rupee depreciation
CONCEPT | Depreciation drivers: Crude oil prices exceeding $100 and capital outflows

BODY  RBI:Regulator responsible for intervening in forex markets to stabilize the rupee

MAINS Q Analyze the factors influencing the volatility of the Indian Rupee and evaluate the efficacy of RBI's interventionist
policies in maintaining exchange rate stability.

Use: | ExchangeRate \olatility Forex Reserves Capital Outflows Monetary Intervention Macroeconomic Stability

GROWTH, INFLATION & MACRO INDICATORS P M 13 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135301 - Report a mistake

Modi cites $700 billion reserves and 7.8% growth at Bloomberg Economic Forum

wHY IN NEws Prime Minister Narendra Modi highlighted India's 7.8% economic growth and strong fiscal fundamentals at the
Bloomberg Economic Forum.

FACT ' India's economic growth rate for the April-June quarter of 2026 was 7.8%
FACT | India's foreign-exchange reserves exceeded $700 billion as of October 2026

s&T | Digital public infrastructure and startups were cited as models for global inclusive growth

MAINS Q Analyze the role of digital public infrastructure and clean energy in sustaining India's high growth trajectory and
ensuring inclusive economic development.

USE: | Economic Fundamentals Digital Public Infrastructure Current Account Deficit Inclusive Growth Foreign Exchange Reserves

EXTERNAL SECTOR, TRADE & FDI P 13 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135179 - Report a mistake

ADNOC seeks deeper cooperation with India to reach 5 million barrels daily production

wHY IN NEws ADNOC Acting CEO Nasser Omair Al Muhairi expressed intent to deepen cooperation with India across energy
sectors to scale production to 5 million barrels daily by 2027.

Boby = ADNOC — Abu Dhabi National Oil Company
FIGURE = 5 million barrels — ADNOC production target by 2027
FIGURE = QOver 500,000 barrels — ADNOC daily crude supply to Indiain 2025

CONCEPT | Cooperation areas — crude oil, LNG, LPG, naphtha, trading, shipping, and strategic storage

MAINS o Discuss the significance of diversifying energy import sources and strengthening strategic partnerships with UAE for
India's energy security.

USE: | Energy Security Strategic Partnership Trade Diversification Supply Chain Resilience
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CAPITAL MARKETS & SEBI P 13 Oct - Economic Times - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135154 - Report a mistake

SIP contributions hit record ¥32,490 crore as equity net inflows rise 31%

wHY IN NEwS The Association of Mutual Funds in India reported a record high in SIP contributions and a significant rise in equity
net inflows for September 2026.

BODY | Association of Mutual Funds in India (AMFI) — reported the record SIP and equity inflow data.
FIGURE = ¥32,490 crore — record SIP contributions reached in September 2026.
FIGURE = ¥38,306.55 crore — equity net inflows rose by 31% in September 2026.
FIGURE = ¥17.86 lakh crore — total SIP assets reached in September 2026.

FIGURE 71.83 lakh crore — net outflows observed in debt funds.

MAINS Q Analyze the growing trend of retail participation in equity markets through Systematic Investment Plans (SIPs) and its
implications for capital market stability in India.

Use: | Capital Market Systematic Investment Plan Equity Inflows Retail Participation Asset Allocation
Agriculture 1
CROPPING PATTERNS & IRRIGATION P M 13 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135113 - Report a mistake

Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh declare severe droughts
wHY IN NEws Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh have declared severe droughts due to a deficient southwest monsoon, with
Karnataka petitioning the Centre for 11,000 crore from the NDRF.

FIGURE = Karnataka: 35% rainfall deficit from June-September

FIGURE = Andhra Pradesh: 53% rainfall shortfall from June-August

FIGURE = Karnataka: 217 out of 240 taluks declared drought-hit

FIGURE = Andhra Pradesh: 388 out of 688 mandals declared drought-hit

SCHEME ' NDRF: Karnataka petitioned the Centre for 11,000 crore from this fund

MAINS @ Examine the impact of climate change on monsoon variability and suggest measures to mitigate the socio-economic
consequences of recurring droughts in Southern India.

USE: | monsoon variability climate resilience disaster relief agricultural distress water security
Science & Technology 4
IT, AI, SEMICONDUCTORS & COMPUTING P M 13 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135279 - Report a mistake

Modi unveils "power to empower" vision using technology and Digital Public Infrastructure
WHY IN NEWs Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled the 'power to empower' vision at the Bloomberg New Economy Forum,

proposing the use of technology and Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) to create widespread opportunities.

S&T | CoWIN: An open-source platform used during the COVID-19 pandemic for vaccine management.

FACT | Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI): A framework of technology and data used to create opportunities for large
populations.

POST = Narendra Modi: Prime Minister of India who addressed the Bloomberg New Economy Forum.

MAINS Q Discuss how Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) can serve as a catalyst for inclusive economic growth and social
empowerment in developing economies.

USE: | Digital Public Infrastructure Inclusive Growth Open-source Technology Data Innovation Technological Empowerment
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IT, AI, SEMICONDUCTORS & COMPUTING P M 13 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135271 - Report a mistake

Small ATl models could self-replicate on smart TVs by end of 2026
wHY IN NEWS Anthropic researchers warned that small Al models could achieve self-replication on loT devices like smart TVs by
the end of 2026, posing a decentralized cyber threat.

S&T | GLM-5.2 and Gemma4-26B-A4B are specific Al models identified in self-replication experiments.

s&T | |oT (Internet of Things) devices like smart ovens and security cameras are identified as primary targets due to
minimal security measures.

S&T | A computer worm is a standalone malware program that replicates itself to spread to other computers without
human action.

POST = Frontier Red Team is an internal unit at Anthropic that stress-tests Al models for safety risks and cyber
vulnerabilities.

MAINS o Discuss the security implications of self-replicating AI models on decentralized IoT networks and suggest measures to
harden consumer electronics against such threats.

USE: | Self-replicating Al loT Security Cyber Vulnerability Distributed Botnet Al Safety

NUCLEAR & NEW ENERGY TECHNOLOGY P 13 Oct - Times of India - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135262 - Report a mistake

Antarctic seaice hits third-lowest record, 1 million sq km below long-term average

wHY IN NEws NASA and NSIDC reported that Antarctic seaice reached its annual maximum at a third-lowest record,
significantly below the long-term average due to global heating.

FACT = Antarctic seaice maximum area: 1759 million square kilometres
FACT = Seaice deficit: 1 million square kilometres below long-term average
BODY ~ NSIDC: National Snow and Ice Data Centre

PLACE ' Antarctica
MAINS Q Discuss the implications of declining Antarctic sea ice on global thermohaline circulation and its subsequent impact on
global climate patterns.

USE: | Albedo effect Thermohaline circulation Global warming Cryosphere degradation

BIOTECHNOLOGY & HEALTH RESEARCH P 13 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135150 - Report a mistake

Karl Deisseroth and others win 2026 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine
wHY IN NEWS The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine 2026 was awarded to Karl Deisseroth, Peter Hegemann, and Georg Nagel
for their discoveries in light-gated ion channels and optogenetics.
PERSON — Karl Deisseroth, Peter Hegemann, and Georg Nagel — Recipients of the 2026 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine
CONCEPT | Optogenetics — A technique using light to control cells
CONCEPT | |ight-gatedion channels — Breakthroughs recognized by the Nobel Prize
BODY | German Research Foundation (DFG) — A primary funding body for the research collaboration

MAINS Q Discuss how advancements in optogenetics and light-gated ion channels are revolutionizing neurological disorder
treatments and precision medicine.

Use: | Optogenetics lon Channels Neuroscience Precision Medicine Biotechnology
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Environment & Ecology 2

POLLUTION (AIR, WATER, PLASTIC) P 13 Oct - NDTV - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135201 - Report a mistake

CAQM orders MCD to clear dust and garbage from 12 zones by October 31
wHY IN NEws The Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) ordered the Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) to clear
dust and garbage from 12 zones by October 31 following a series of violations.

BoDY ~ CAQM: Commission for Air Quality Management is the body overseeing air quality measures in the NCR region.

PLACE = MCD: Municipal Corporation of Delhi is the local body responsible for waste management and road maintenance in
Delhi.
FACT = The CAQM identified 17 violations across 35 kilometres of road during the October 3 inspection.

MAINS Q Discuss the institutional challenges in coordinating waste management and dust control between central and local bodies
to combat air pollution in the National Capital Region.

UsE: | Air Quality Management Urban Waste Management Inter-agency Coordination Pollution Mitigation Regulatory Compliance

POLLUTION (AIR, WATER, PLASTIC) P M 13 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135174 - Report a mistake

TNSWA proposes 128.19-hectare interim Zone of Influence to mitigate NGT construction ban
wHY IN NEws The Tamil Nadu State Wetlands Authority (TNSWA) proposed a 128.19-hectare interim Zone of Influence to
mitigate a National Green Tribunal (NGT) construction ban near the Pallikaranai marshland.
PLACE = Pallikaranai marshland is located in Tamil Nadu.
BODY = TNSWA: Tamil Nadu State Wetlands Authority.
FACT = The proposed interim Zone of Influence covers 128.19 hectares.

BODY NGT: National Green Tribunal.

MAINS Q Discuss the challenges in balancing urban infrastructure development with the preservation of urban wetlands and
biodiversity in rapidly expanding metropolitan areas.

USE: | UrbanWetlands Environmental Governance Sustainable Development Biodiversity Conservation
\ : .
Internal Security 1
BORDER MANAGEMENT P 13 Oct - The Hindu - satyadheesh.in/upsc/note/135290 - Report a mistake

Delhi Police denotifies Jantar Mantar as protest venue following Ministry of Home Affairs
recommendations
wHY IN nNews Delhi Police denotified Jantar Mantar as a protest venue following Ministry of Home Affairs recommendations to
redirect demonstrations to designated sites.

PLACE = Jantar Mantar: Denotified as a protest venue in Delhi

PLACE = Ramlila Ground, Burari Ground, and CBD Ground: New designated protest venues in East Delhi

BODY  Ministry of Home Affairs: Body that provided recommendations for the denotification

MAINS Q Discuss the balance between the constitutional right to peaceful assembly and the state's obligation to maintain public
order and urban functionality.

Use: | Rightto Assembly Public Order Urban Governance Regulatory Framework Constitutional Balance
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With reference to the caregiver training initiative in Budget 2026-27, consider the following statements:

1. The National Caregiver Council will be responsible for standardizing curricula and supervising skill development.
2. The government plans to train 1.5 lakh caregivers to address the needs of the aging population.
3. The caregiver training will be aligned with the National Caregiver Framework.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 2only b 1and 2 only
¢’ land 3 only d 1,2and3

With reference to non-deliverable rupee derivatives, consider the following statements:

1. The RBI allows these derivatives to be used for speculative purposes only.
2. These derivative contracts are settled in cash, typically in dollars, without physical rupee exchange.
3. Authorised dealers are required to maintain a 50% daily cash reserve of the notional amount.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 2only b 1and 2 only
¢ 2and3only d 1,2and3

Which factor was cited as a driver for the Indian rupee's depreciation in the note?

a) US Treasury yields above 7% b ) US Treasury yields at 4.5%
¢ US Treasury yields below 3% d ' US Treasury yields above 5.2%

With reference to the Russia-Ukraine energy infrastructure ceasefire, consider the following statements:

1. The ceasefire agreement is targeted at military hardware and weaponry.
2. Dmitry Peskov confirmed that contacts between the nations continue.
3. Sergei Lavrov stated that Ukraine deserves an immediate respite.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a' lonly b’ 2 only
c 3only d 2and3only

Which of the following sectors is included in the scope of the proposed cooperation between ADNOC and India?

a’ Uranium b Gold

¢ Coal d ' Naphtha

With reference to the 'One website for one local body' programme in Kerala, consider the following statements:

1. The initiative covers over 1,200 local bodies across the state.
2. The initiative excludes grama panchayats from the website integration.
3. The programme integrates K-SMART digital services into the local body websites.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a lonly b 2 only
¢ Tand3only d ' 2and3only

With reference to the mutual fund industry data for September 2026, consider the following statements:

1. SIP contributions reached a record high of 32,490 crore.
2. Total industry assets increased by 5.1% due to heavy debt fund inflows.
3. Equity net inflows rose by 31% to reach ¥38,306.55 crore.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a 2only b 3 only
¢ land 3 only d) 2and3only
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8 Withreference to optogenetics and the 2026 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine, consider the following
statements:

1. The award was given for discoveries in light-gated ion channels.
2. The research was supported by the German Research Foundation (DFG).
3. The Nobel Prize was awarded for breakthroughs in chemical-gated ion channels.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a' lonly b 3only
¢ land 2 only d 1,2and3

9 With reference to the recent US immigration policy crackdown, consider the following statements:

1. The administration suspended PERM filings for eight major tech firms.
2. The crackdown specifically targets companies including Microsoft and Infosys.
3. The administration approved an increase in Green Card applications for the tech sector.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a lonly b ) 1and 2 only
¢ 2and3only d 1,2and3

10 Withreference to the trade discussions between India and Bangladesh, consider the following statements:

1. India proposed the revival of border hats to facilitate trade.
2.The delegation requested the removal of DGFT port restrictions and anti-dumping duties on cotton and silk.
3. Bangladesh requested the removal of anti-dumping duties on jute and PET film.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a lonly b 1and 3 only
¢’ 2and3only d 1,2and3
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