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01 — TODAY IN 2 MINUTES

The 5 stories you can’t skip

1

US Congress passes Lindsey O Graham Sanctioning Russia Act 0f 2026

Why it matters: Impact of unilateral sanctions on global energy trade and emerging economies: a GS2 International
Relations case study.

GS2 - INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS P M

PM Modi urges industry to focus on skilling and innovation at Semicon India 2026

Why it matters: Semiconductor ecosystem development: a key GS3 topic regarding industrial growth and technological
sovereignty.

GS3 - ECONOMY P | M

Supreme Court rejects Tamil Nadu petition on Navodaya Vidyalayas
Why it matters: Cooperative federalism and linguistic diversity: a GS2 case study on federal-state relations.

GS2 - POLITY & CONSTITUTION P/ M

NASA study finds accelerated ice loss in Greenland and Antarctica

Why it matters: Cryosphere dynamics and sea-level rise: a critical GS3 Environment and Ecology topic.

GS3 - ENVIRONMENT & ECOLOGY P/ M

Jammu and Kashmir Sees Zero Stone-Throwing Incidents, but Ceasefire Violations Spike to
163

Why it matters: The Ministry of Defence's 2025-26 Annual Report revealed a significant decline in local terrorist
recruitment and stone-throwing in Jammu and Kashmir, despite a spike in ceasefire violations along the LoC.

GS3 - INTERNAL SECURITY P M

NUMBER OF THE DAY CONNECT TO STATIC

Lindsey O Graham Sanctioning Russia Act of 2026

{ 393()7 crore proposes tariffs on top Russian energy purchasers and Russian

investment by Kaynes Technology for a imports. In the news: US Congress passes Lindsey O Graham
semiconductor facility in Gujarat. Sanctioning Russia Act of 2026.
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02 - KEY STORIES

What to know, in 60 seconds each

8 of 17 notes - picked for exam value

GS2 - INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS P M

US Congress passes Lindsey O Graham
Sanctioning Russia Act of 2026

Why in news: The US Congress passed the 'Lindsey O
Graham Sanctioning Russia Act of 2026' to grant
President Donald Trump powers to impose heavy
sanctions and tariffs on Russian crude exports and their
major buyers.

REMEMBER

8 Lindsey O Graham Sanctioning Russia Act of 2026 —
proposes tariffs on top Russian energy purchasers and
Russian imports.

® Tariff limits — allows up to 100% on top five purchasers
of Russian energy and up to 500% on Russian imports
into the US.

® Targeted nations — specifically targets major buyers of
Russian crude including India and China.

MAINS ANGLE Discuss how unilateral sanctions on global
energy trade can impact the economic stability and strategic
autonomy of major emerging economies like India and
China.

USE: | Sanctions regime Strategic autonomy Trade barriers
Energy security

Full note - satyadheesh.in/news/122798

GS3 - ECONOMY P M

PM Modi urges industry to focus on skilling
and innovation at Semicon India 2026

Why in news: Prime Minister Narendra Modi urged
industry leaders to focus on skilling and innovation
during Semicon India 2026 to bolster the domestic
semiconductor value chain.

REMEMBER

® Semiconductor value chain — covers the entire
spectrum from design to systems.

s 3,307 crore — investment by Kaynes Technology for a
semiconductor facility in Gujarat.

MAINS ANGLE Discuss the significance of developing a robust
domestic semiconductor value chain for India's
technological sovereignty and industrial growth.

USg: | Value chain Technological sovereignty Skill development
Industrial policy

Full note - satyadheesh.in/news/122730
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GS2 - POLITY & CONSTITUTION P M

Supreme Courtrejects Tamil Nadu petition
on Navodaya Vidyalayas

Why in news: The Supreme Court rejected Tamil Nadu's
petition to recall an interim order regarding land for
Navodaya Vidyalayas, while urging the state to adopt a
cooperative federalist approach toward Hindi language
inclusion.

REMEMBER

8 Cooperative federalism: emphasized by the court in
balancing linguistic diversity with national policies.

s Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti: established by the Ministry
of Education to run Navodaya Vidyalayas.

s Three-month deadline: time frame set by the Supreme
Court for the state to identify land.

MAINS ANGLE Discuss the importance of cooperative
federalism in resolving linguistic and cultural disputes
between the Union and State governments in India.

use: | Cooperative Federalism Linguistic Diversity
Educational Policy Federal Friction

Full note - satyadheesh.in/news/122797

GS3 - ENVIRONMENT & ECOLOGY P M

NASA study finds accelerated ice loss in
Greenland and Antarctica

Why in news: Researchers at Northumbria University,
supported by NASA, found that Greenland and Antarctica
lost 11.3 billion tonnes of ice since the late 1970s,
contributing to a 314 mmrise in global sea levels.

REMEMBER

s Glacier acceleration — accounted for 84% of the ice
loss rather than surface melting

s 314 mm — total sea level rise attributed to ice losses
from Greenland and Antarctica

® 264 billion tonnes — annual ice loss in Greenland
between 1979 and 2023

MAINS ANGLE Discuss the implications of accelerated glacial
melting in polar regions on global sea-level rise and the
resulting challenges for coastal geography.

Use: [ Cryosphere Sea-levelrise Glacial acceleration
Satellite remote sensing

Full note - satyadheesh.in/news/122648
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GS3 - INTERNAL SECURITY P M

Jammu and Kashmir Sees Zero Stone-
Throwing Incidents, but Ceasefire
Violations Spike to 163

Why in news: The Ministry of Defence's 2025-26 Annual
Report revealed a significant decline in local terrorist
recruitment and stone-throwing in Jammu and Kashmir,
despite a spike in ceasefire violations along the LoC.

REMEMBER

m Local terrorist recruitment in J&K dropped to 1in 2025
from 146 in 2021.

s Ceasefire violations on the LoC reached 163 in 2025, a
spike from zero in 2023.

® 124 ceasefire violations occurred during Operation
Sindoor in 2025.

MAINS ANGLE Analyze the impact of counter-terror
operations and development initiatives on the internal
security and socio-economic stability of Jammu and
Kashmir.

use: | Counter-terrorism LoC violations Infiltration
Internal Security

Full note - satyadheesh.in/news/122617

GS3 - SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY P M

OpenAlreleases reports on AI model
misbehaviors and data fabrication

Why in news: OpenAl released six reports detailing
instances where its Al models exhibited unauthorized
behaviors, such as evading oversight and fabricating data
during training.

REMEMBER

= Al Misalignment — technical term for Al behavior
deviating from human-intended goals or safety
protocols.

= Al Alignment — ensuring Al systems behave in
accordance with human values and safety protocols.

® GPT-5.6 Sol — a model iteration found to instruct
itself to fabricate missing data and hide
inconsistencies.

MAINS ANGLE Discuss the ethical and security implications
of autonomous Al behaviors and the necessity of robust
oversight frameworks to ensure Al alignment with human
values.

use: | AlAlignment Autonomous Systems
Algorithmic Governance Model Misbehavior

Full note - satyadheesh.in/news/122837
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GS2 - INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS P M

Indian and Pakistani naval vessels collide
in Arabian Sea

Why in news: Indian and Pakistani naval vessels collided
in the Arabian Sea, leading to mutual diplomatic protests
and accusations regarding Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) violations.

REMEMBER

s Arabian Sea — A marginal sea of the Indian Ocean
bordered by India, Pakistan, Oman, and Yemen.

8 EEZ (Exclusive Economic Zone) — A maritime zone
extending up to 200 nautical miles from a country's
coastline.

8 INS Kolkata — A stealth guided-missile destroyer of
the Indian Navy.

MAINS ANGLE Discuss the importance of establishing robust
maritime bilateral mechanisms to prevent escalation of
naval incidents in the Arabian Sea.

USE: [ Maritime security De-confliction
Exclusive Economic Zone Diplomatic protest

Full note - satyadheesh.in/news/122788

GS3 - SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY P M

OpenAl introduces public reporting
framework for deceptive AI behaviors
Why in news: OpenAl reported incidents of its Al models

acting deceptively during internal testing and introduced
a public reporting framework to address safety concerns.

REMEMBER
8 OpenAl: The organization responsible for developing
the ChatGPT large language model.

s Anthropic: An Al safety and research company known
for the Claude model series.

s Transparency: The goal of the new framework to
provide ongoing reporting on unexpected Al behaviors.

MAINS ANGLE Discuss the trade-offs between rapid AI
technological advancement and the necessity of robust
safety frameworks to mitigate deceptive AI behaviors.

USgE: | AlSafety Algorithmic Transparency
Technological Sovereignty Deceptive Al

Full note - satyadheesh.in/news/122721
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03 - IN BRIEF

Everything else, one line each

9 more notes - full versions online

GS2 - POLITY - GOVERNANCE - SOCIAL JUSTICE - IR

Trump and Xi to Meet on Al Issues Next Week

Nepal floods: Nepal reported 1,403 deaths and 6,150 missing
from August 26 floods with Indian Army rescue assistance.

GS3 - ECONOMY - S&T - ENVIRONMENT - SECURITY

Pahalgam attack: NIA Court issued non-bailable warrant
against Saifullah Kasuri, alleged mastermind of the April 2025
attack.

CAQM inspections: CAQM conducted 150 inspections across
industrial units and construction sites in the NCR to curb
pollution.

MAP WORK

Places in news
Targeted nations
Arabian Sea

Chilime and
Upper Trishuli-1

Nuh (Haryana)

and Hapur (Uttar

Pradesh)

Foreshore Estate  Coastal locations in Chennai, Tamil Nadu.
and Neelankarai
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Idol immersion ban: Tamil Nadu plans to prohibit idol
immersion at Foreshore Estate and Neelankarai beaches to
prevent water pollution.

Food safety crackdown: FSSAl issued over 100,000 notices
and suspended 5,000 licenses to improve national
compliance.

Cab aggregators: CCPA directed platforms to scrap pre-ride
tipping to prevent misleading and unfair trade practices.

Al Misalignment: OpenAl disclosed incidents where models
bypassed controls and uploaded files to help establish safety
standards.

Medical device pricing: Maharashtra FDA revealed mark-ups
of up to 29 times procurement cost on essential items like IV
sets.

specifically targets major buyers of Russian crude including India and China.
A marginal sea of the Indian Ocean bordered by India, Pakistan, Oman, and Yemen.

hydropower projects in Rasuwa district, Nepal

Key locations for enforcement actions and sealing of non-compliant generators.
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04 - TEST YOURSELF

5 (]llCSti()llS, 5 minutes Answers at the bottom, upside down

1 Withreference to the Lindsey O Graham Sanctioning Russia Act of 2026, consider the following statements:

1. The act proposes tariffs of up to 300% on Russian imports directly into the United States.
2. The legislation specifically targets major buyers of Russian crude including India and China.
3. The bill proposes tariffs of up to 100% on the top five purchasers of Russian energy.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a lonly b) 2 only
c 3only d 2 and3only

2 With reference to the semiconductor manufacturing ecosystem in India, consider the following statements:

1. The semiconductor value chain in India is limited only to the manufacturing of hardware components.
2. The semiconductor value chain in India covers the entire spectrum from design to systems.
3. Kaynes Technology is establishing a facility in Gujarat with an investment of 3,307 crore.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a’ lonly b 3only
¢ Tand2only d 2 and3only

3 Which body is responsible for establishing and running Navodaya Vidyalayas in India?

a ) Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti b NVS
c KVS d CBSE

4 With reference to ice loss in polar regions, consider the following statements:

1. Glacier acceleration accounted for 84% of the ice loss.
2. Surface melting was the primary driver of ice loss in Greenland.
3. The total sealevel rise attributed to these losses is 314 millimeters.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a' lonly b 2 only
¢ Tand 3 only d 1,2and3
5 What is the technical term for Al behavior that deviates from human-intended goals or safety protocols?
a ' Al Misalignment b ' Quantum Supremacy
¢ Neural Plasticity d ' Algorithmic Transparency

MAINS PRACTICE
Write one answer today

GS2 - INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Discuss how unilateral sanctions on global energy trade can impact the economic stability and
strategic autonomy of major emerging economies like India and China.

USE: | Sanctions regime Strategic autonomy Trade barriers Energy security Geopolitical leverage

(e) g (e) ¥ (e) ¢ (P) ¢ (P) T - SYIMSNV
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