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01 — TODAY IN 2 MINUTES

The 5 stories you can’t skip

1 Lok Sabha Passes Tribunals Reforms Bill 2026 Amid Protests
Why it matters: The Lok Sabha passed the Tribunals Reforms Bill, 2026, which seeks to establish a National Tribunals
Commission to ensure independence in tribunal appointments.

GS2 · POLITY & CONSTITUTION P M

2 Amid tensions over Sheikh Hasina's press event in Delhi, Dinesh Trivedi met
Why it matters: India and Bangladesh are navigating strained diplomatic ties following the transition of power in
Bangladesh and tensions over Sheikh Hasina's press event in Delhi.

GS2 · INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS P M

3 The United States Senate approved the Lindsey Graham Sanctioning Russia and Iran
Why it matters: The US Senate approved the Lindsey Graham Sanctioning Russia and Iran Act , which allows for tariffs on
third-country importers of Russian energy, potentially impacting India.

GS2 · INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS P M

4 Lok Sabha passes tax bill with MDR-free UPI for consumers and small merchants
Why it matters: The Lok Sabha passed the Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026, which includes a key
provision to waive Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) charges on UPI for consumers and small merchants.

GS3 · ECONOMY P M

5 Sebi Tackles Fraud, Removes 1.2 Lakh Misleading Posts
Why it matters: SEBI is cracking down on financial fraud and misleading social media content to protect retail investors
from unregistered influencers and fake trading apps.

GS3 · ECONOMY P M
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02 — KEY STORIES

What to know, in 60 seconds each 8 of 44 notes · picked for exam value

GS2 · POLITY & CONSTITUTION P M

Lok Sabha Passes Tribunals Reforms Bill
2026 Amid Protests
Why in news: The Lok Sabha passed the Tribunals
Reforms Bill, 2026, which seeks to establish a National
Tribunals Commission to ensure independence in
tribunal appointments.

REMEMBER

MAINS ANGLE Discuss the significance of establishing an
independent commission for tribunal appointments in
ensuring the rule of law and judicial efficiency in India.

USE: Judicial independence Administrative efficiency

Separation of powers Statutory bodies

Full note → satyadheesh.in/news/100762

GS2 · INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS P M

Amid tensions over Sheikh Hasina's press
event in Delhi, Dinesh Trivedi met
Why in news: India and Bangladesh are navigating
strained diplomatic ties following the transition of power
in Bangladesh and tensions over Sheikh Hasina's press
event in Delhi.

REMEMBER

MAINS ANGLE Discuss the evolving dynamics of India-
Bangladesh relations in the wake of recent political
transitions and their implications for regional security.

USE: sovereignty extradition bilateral ties

regional stability

Full note → satyadheesh.in/news/100541

GS2 · INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS P M

The United States Senate approved the
Lindsey Graham Sanctioning Russia and
Iran
Why in news: The US Senate approved the Lindsey
Graham Sanctioning Russia and Iran Act , which allows for
tariffs on third-country importers of Russian energy,
potentially impacting India.

REMEMBER

MAINS ANGLE Discuss the implications of unilateral
sanctions by major powers on the energy security and trade
relations of neutral nations like India.

USE: Unilateral sanctions Energy security Trade barriers

Geopolitical alignment

Full note → satyadheesh.in/news/100712

GS3 · ECONOMY P M

Lok Sabha passes tax bill with MDR-free UPI
for consumers and small merchants
Why in news: The Lok Sabha passed the Taxation and
Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026, which includes a key
provision to waive Merchant Discount Rate (MDR)
charges on UPI for consumers and small merchants.

REMEMBER

MAINS ANGLE Discuss how the removal of MDR charges on
UPI and tax exemptions for data centers can contribute to
India's goal of becoming a global digital economy.

USE: Ease of Doing Business Digital Public Infrastructure

Fiscal Incentives Financial Inclusion

Full note → satyadheesh.in/news/100868

Tribunals Reforms Bill, 2026 aims to establish a
National Tribunals Commission.

The National Tribunals Commission will comprise a
chairperson and four members (2 judicial, 2 technical).

The bill seeks to improve efficiency and
independence in tribunal appointments.

BIMSTEC: Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic Cooperation

BRICS: An intergovernmental organization comprising
Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa

Tarique Rahman is the current Prime Minister of
Bangladesh

The Lindsey Graham Sanctioning Russia and Iran Act
allows for tariffs up to 100%.

The US Senate is the upper house of the United
States Congress.

The House is scheduled to finalize the bill on August
31.

Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026

MDR (Merchant Discount Rate) will be waived for
consumers and small merchants using UPI

The bill provides tax exemptions for data centers and
incentives for diamond trading
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GS3 · ECONOMY P M

Sebi Tackles Fraud, Removes 1.2 Lakh
Misleading Posts
Why in news: SEBI is cracking down on financial fraud
and misleading social media content to protect retail
investors from unregistered influencers and fake trading
apps.

REMEMBER

MAINS ANGLE Discuss the challenges posed by 'finfluencers'
and unregulated trading apps on retail investor protection
in India. How can technology-driven regulation mitigate
these risks?

USE: retail investors finfluencers market integrity

data analytics

Full note → satyadheesh.in/news/100858

GS2 · INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS M

Putin plans to mobilize 500,000 new fighters
after September 21 elections
Why in news: Ukrainian intelligence and Turkish officials
warned of a potential Russian mobilization of 500,000
fighters and the risk of nuclear escalation in the Ukraine
conflict.

REMEMBER

MAINS ANGLE Discuss the implications of the escalating
Russia-Ukraine conflict on global security architecture and
the risk of nuclear proliferation.

USE: war of attrition nuclear escalation

geopolitical instability mobilization

Full note → satyadheesh.in/news/100818

GS3 · SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY P M

Meta's Safe-Harbour Status Under Review as
India Demands Faster Takedowns
Why in news: The Indian government is reviewing Meta's
'safe-harbour' status due to concerns over algorithmic
content curation and the need for faster takedowns of
unlawful content.

REMEMBER

MAINS ANGLE Discuss the challenges in balancing the 'safe-
harbour' protections for social media intermediaries with
the state's obligation to regulate unlawful content and
protect public order.

USE: Safe-harbour Intermediary liability

Algorithmic curation Content moderation

Full note → satyadheesh.in/news/100768

GS2 · POLITY & CONSTITUTION P M

Supreme Court Seeks Responses from
Union, Assam on NRC Identity Cards
Why in news: The Supreme Court sought responses from
the Union and Assam governments regarding petitions
for identity cards for individuals listed in the 2019
National Register of Citizens (NRC).

REMEMBER

MAINS ANGLE Discuss the role of the judiciary in
safeguarding the rights of marginalized communities
during the implementation of large-scale identification
schemes like the NRC.

USE: Judicial Review Identity Rights

Administrative Accountability Constitutional Safeguards

Full note → satyadheesh.in/news/100643

SEBI: Securities and Exchange Board of India, the
primary regulator for the securities market in India.

62% of investors are influenced by unregistered
financial influencers according to a SEBI survey.

SEBI Check and Validated UPI handles are tools
introduced to verify payments and trading apps.

Russia plans to mobilize 500,000 new fighters after
the September 21 parliamentary elections.

Hakan Fidan is the current Foreign Minister of Turkey.

Nuclear weapons are identified as a 'last resort' in the
context of the escalating Ukraine conflict.

Safe-harbour: Legal protection for intermediaries from
liability for user-generated content.

The Indian government's proposed takedown window
for unlawful content is three hours.

Meta: A multinational technology conglomerate that
owns Facebook, Instagram, and WhatsApp.

NRC: National Register of Citizens is a list of Indian
citizens.

Assam: The state where the NRC was first
implemented in India.

The NRC list in question was finalized in August 2019.
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03 — IN BRIEF

Everything else, one line each 24 more notes · full versions online

GS1 · HISTORY · SOCIETY · GEOGRAPHY

Assam Floods Claim 100 Lives, Displace 1,37,590 Across 10
Districts

Vande Mataram to be sung from Red Fort for first time; Gen Z to
get greater representation

GS2 · POLITY · GOVERNANCE · SOCIAL JUSTICE · IR

India’s Ambassador Defends Controversial FCRA Amendments,
Citing U.S. Precedents

Tamil Nadu Seeks Urgent Supreme Court Hearing Over Cauvery
Water Crisis, Farmers in Peril

Karnataka Launches 'Kudi Balona': 178 Centres Offer Pre-Marital
Counselling Sessions

Admiral Krishna Swaminathan starts four-day visit to Mauritius
for deep maritime ties

The Karnataka School Examination and Assessment Board
(KSEAB) plans to implement digital

India Adds 11 New E-Visa Entry Points, Total Reaches 88 Under
Modi

Princess Akiko tours Bhutan's Gelephu Mindfulness City on
40-year tie visit

Punjab passes bills for worker benefits and school fee caps

Delhi High Court condemns blaming attire in sexual
harassment case, upholds 2013 conviction

Tamil Nadu Health Minister to Review Raising Medical
Admissions Reservation to 10%

Teesta erosion threatens NH10, officials consider post-
monsoon tunnel

Telangana lottery ends: Last day to apply for 7,680 subsidized
flats in Hyderabad

India donates rare white peacock to UNOG, reviving Indira
Gandhi’s tradition

GS3 · ECONOMY · S&T · ENVIRONMENT · SECURITY

Kerala's Minister Plans Organic Farming Push After Pesticide
Findings

Sebi Proposes Raising ISIN Limits to 12 for Plain-Vanilla Debt
Securities

The world's oceans hit record-high July temperatures,
reaching 20.96°C

Kerala’s Advanced Disaster System Flawed: Gaps in Tech,
Enforcement Identified

Asiatic lions roam free, claiming diverse habitats from hills to
coast in Saurashtra

Tamil Nadu CM Announces Farm Incentives Despite State's
Poor Finances

In 2012, the Gujarat State Electricity Corporation and Sardar
Sarovar Narmada Nigam

Astronauts Lose Sight in Space, British Startup Siloton Scans
for Solutions

Parliamentary panel recommends centralised surveillance for
Kashmir tourist sites
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MAINS PRACTICE

Write one answer today

GS2 · POLITY & CONSTITUTION

Discuss the significance of establishing an independent commission for tribunal appointments in
ensuring the rule of law and judicial efficiency in India.

USE: Judicial independence Administrative efficiency Separation of powers Statutory bodies Rule of law
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